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CHAPSBR 1 
Ob.iectives and Methoda 
(a) Introduction 
Although the house or dwelling unit is probably the most widely 
distributed featnire of the urban landscape little work has been 
recorded, either qualitative or quantitative, which examines its 
spatial distriisution or makes use of this significant feature in any 
other bxaneh of \urban studies. Apart from the examples by BJiiffen (l), 
Conzen (2), Spencer (5)» and more recently Solomon (4) work in this 
field seems very limited. In the increasingly important field of 
urban geography the house or dwelling unit is one of the most neglected 
components of urban morphology. Solomon s\iggests that 'the recognition: 
of building styles and their relation to historical periods is the key 
to townseape analysis'. (5) Spencer in an article twenty years earlier 
asserts 1^at *we can describe the houses of an area as part of a 
regional setting, and then type» form, appearance, variety, materials 
of construction, climatic and economic adeqxiaey, functional efficiency, 
chronologic order of building, cultural affinities, and environmental 
haimoj;^ are among the points worth orderly notice.' (6) 
If, sfflong geographers, the house is the most neglected feature 
of urban morphology, its development fares little better witifci the 
1. KNIFEBN, L« *Louisana House Types' - A.A.A.G. Vol. 26, 193b 
2. UOHZEN, Mt *Alnwick, a study in Town Plan Analysis' - I.B*6. No.27,1960 
3. SPEICBS, Ji 'House Types of Southern U-^h» - Geog.Eev. Vol.35, 1945 
4. SOLOMON, Rt 'Procedures in Townscfpe Analysis' -A.A.A.G., Vol.5b, No.2, 
196b 
5. SOLOMON, Ri op.eit. footnote 4, p.254 
0. SPBNOEM, Ji op.eit. footnote 5, p.444 
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architects. With one or two notable exceptions the histoiy of Australian 
architecture, and especially in relation to Australian houses, has not 
caught the interest of either architects or architectural historians. 
In a series of books and articles, Robin Boyd has published the 
most comprehensive general cover of Australian architecture, if in fact 
it is not the only one. 'Australia's Home' (7) and 'The Walls Around US'CQ) 
are both valuable; but more detailed work on individual periods is 
lacking and there seems to be a lack of any detailed work on a state 07 
city basis. Early Colonial architecture, especially in Hew South Wales 
and Tasmania is well covered in 'Early Australian Architects and their 
work'. (9) The author, Morton Herman, practises as an architect and has 
carried his interest in eariy architecture over into the task of 
actually restoring several early buildings* With his technical knowledge 
allied to his historical interest he has been able to discuss the 
structural foim as well as the exterior appearance. No other period has 
been so well documented. 
^eensland, which developed a distinctive style of house, seems 
to have been almost entirely neglected by the architectural historians. 
'Buildings of Qiueensland' published in 1959 (lO) has a section on houses 
which is brief and very general in treatment. A few unpublished theses 
for the Bachelor of Architecture Degree concern themselves with the 
house as a separate unit. 
7. BOIS, El 'Australia's Home* - Melbourne University Press, I96I 
8. BOID, Et 'The Walls Around Us» - P.W.Cheshire Pty.Ltd. ,Melb. I9b2 
9. HERMAN, M» 'The Eariy Aiastralian Architects and. their Work* -
Angus & Robertson, Sydney. I954 
10.STATE CHAPtcER of the Boyal Institute of Architects* -
•Buildings of (Queensland', Jacaranda Press, 1959. 
3 
Not all the styles which Boyd discusses came to Queensland and those 
which did vexe modified to a greater or lesser degree. A thoroxigh 
study of Brisbane or Queensland houses by the architectuisl historians 
is still to come* 
Qloser study of the house or dwelling unit as a townseape feature 
shows that thei^ e are many possibilities for research. Areas which 
sviggest themselves are - the style, fabric, and distribution of the 
house itself, or the role of the house in such aspects of urban 
analysis as growth patterns, social and cultural patterns within ani 
area, and changes in density patterns. 
It is with at least some of these facts in mind that this study 
was undertaken* Even the simplest land use sxirvey will show the 
dominance of dwellings as users of land in any urban area. Hence in 
urban reseaixxh, either geographical or sociological, the distribution: 
of the dwellings themselves, or axuy other distinguishing feature of 
these such as age, condition, value, size, or ownership should have a 
significant role. Can their study then be systematizied in such a way 
that it both adds to our knowledge of general townseape analysis, and 
provides a tool for some of the variety of studies suggested above? 
This study examines houses in Brisbane in an endeavour to classify 
them into types, and if possible to arrange these types in 
chronological order. 
(b) Objectives 
The aim of the work falls fairly clearly into two parts. Piirstly, 
it aims to classify house types chronologically so that their positiom 
in any type of study has relevance in relation to time and to growth 
patterns of the town. Secondly, the classification is to be used in 
surveying a random selection of streets situated at vaiying distances 
from the city centre. Then if the present distribution of house types 
can be compared with housing densities in these streets at earlier 
periods, some real patterns of growth and change in these areas should 
emerge. If this examination of types by such a chronological 
classification can also be applied to site locations of ty3)es in 
specific streets or nei^bouiiioods,evidence of early site preferences, 
or of willingness in recent times to e^ jcept inferior sites in return for 
closeness to -tiie city centre and amenities could be assessed. 
It is realised that applying ttie classification on such restricted 
tezsns as is proposed would do no monre than indicate possibilities^ of 
its use on a wider scale. However such application does allow the 
testing of its use to see ^ a t sorts of questions might be raised which 
would be useful if pursued in greater depth, iieasonable accura<gr for 
such a classification is probably easier to achieve in a qualitatidire 
sense than in a quantitative one. The real possibilities for quantification 
may become more clear in the pilot surveys which foim the second part of 
this work, and as continuing surveys increased in depth so too would 
the possibility for quantification. A major problem in studies of this 
kind is the difficulty in obtaining statistics, especially for the 
period prior to the foimation of the Gireater Brisbane Area in I925. 
The two parta will be treated separately. It is proposed first to 
put forward the classification as made, and then in the second part to 
apply it in the specific surveys. 
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^c) She Method ox Analysis 
Despite the many similarities wnich careful examination of cities 
may reveal, to mention the name oi a city is generally to arouse its 
own specisil pictux>e in the minus of those who know it at all. For 
Brisbane one major part ox that picture which distinguishes it from 
other capital cities is 'the house on stilts'. This iamediately raises 
a question which might produce quite interesting answersi If this type 
of house IS a distinguishing maik of the city how dominant is it? 
What are the density ratios and distribution patterns of the type? 
However, the aim in this thesis is not to trace one type like this, but 
to tiy to classify all sorts of Brisbane houses chronologically. What 
criteria might be used? What steps could be taken to establish these 
and seek variations? 
Alien in 'Statistics for iKconomists* siaggests that 'tne object 
of a classiiication is that tne class or group should be as homogeneous 
as possible with regard to significant characteristics i^ile accepting 
heterogeneity in less important respects.' (ll) longe in 'Theoretical 
Geography' suggests that '• the problem of any good classification 
is to place class botmdaries in such a way that the difference between 
classes (heterogeneity) divided by the differences within classes 
(homogenei-^^ is maximisedf. (12> ihile the present classification 
certainly makes no pretensions to achieving these desirable ends, some 
att©Qipt has been made to keep the spirit of these definitions in the 
making of the groups. 
11, ALLEN, E.6.D.* 'Statistics for Economists', Hutchinson University 
-ilbrsa^r, London I96I p,19 
12. BUNGJi, W.« 'Theoretical Geography', Lund, C.W.K. Gleerap,19b2 p.20 
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The first step was to range widely over the city and record 
general impressions. Then these had to be systematized and organized 
for more orderly study. The easiest and peihaps most obvious to 
tabulate were things like material of outer walls, roofing materials, 
stump height, types of irindows, shape and pitch of the roof, and the 
presence or absence of features such as verandahs, bay ?dndows, chimn^s. 
Once these had been noted and put into some sort of order it was 
possible to begin to consider them in combinations. So that more 
detailed study and comparison of various combinations could be made 
large numbers of photographs were taken of different houses in a wide 
range of areas. The location of each photograph was carefully noted. 
From the careful and detailed study of the photographs the first 
attempts at groupings wei« made. Then it was necessary to go back into 
the field to look again at the actual houses, and to check liiose 
features or combinations of features which had been assembled from the 
photographs. The first groups were now in hand and the task of sorting 
types within the groups co\jld be begun. Since the classification.aims 
to be chronological it was necessaiy to tiy to sort the groups themselves, 
and the types within the groups, in time relationship one with another. 
Positive knowledge of the building date of some of the houses was a 
starting point. All houses of that type were considered then as 
belonging to the same time period. The location recorded on the photo 
indicated relative distances from the city centre, and types which 
consistently occurred closer to the city were judged to be older than 
those which occurred much further out. Photographs and historical 
records of early local areas in Brisbane, and general texts on houses 
in Australia were checked. In this way, by cross-referencing the 
infoimation gathered, a surprising amoimt of verification was forthcoming. 
In some instances personal interview could confiim date of btiildingj 
but in the case of older houses in particular a building date was 
difficult to obtain and not always reliable. These houses had changed 
hands many times, many were now converted to multiple dwellings, and 
the interview provided only hearsay or relative building dates. It 
was in houses built in the 1920's and the 1930's, and more especially 
in the much newer types of houses that the occupants were the original 
owners and building dates were more definite. However,by gradually 
putting all the evidence together and collating it,the chionology of 
the early types began to emerge and a classification to take shape. 
The major time periods in which to seek to locate the types were 
provided by histoiy. Two World Wars made natural time breaks into 
TJhich the actual house types could be fitted. Three major periods 
then foim the chronological base - Period A up to 1914, Period B from 
1915 to 1959, Period a from I94O to the present. The actual house tyi>es 
in each period showed up clearly enough. The major problem came in 
putting the house types into order within the period, and this portion 
of the woik often required most researching. General texts on house 
types in Australia offered only a guide. It w§s found in the investigation, 
that there was generally a decided time lag between when a type was 
popular in Southern states and when it became popular in Brisbane. 
Also the 'house on stilts' which is so common in Brisbane gets only 
passing mention in these texts. 
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The faxit that a type of house has been included in any one period 
does not preclude the possibility that such a type might have been 
built in any succeeding period. Deviations such as this will always 
occur with man-made features which are open to human choice. Such 
deviations, while recognized, have been ignored in this classification. 
Each type has been included in that period when it appeaired and had its 
greatest popularity. 
Initially an attempt was made to give irecognition in the 
classification to variations in house values. This is reflected only 
rarely by a separate type of house, and so value has been omitted from 
consideration in the final classification. With the advent of 
government assistance for house building in the 1900's more people 
could afford to build the houses they wanted. Finance came from the 
government on a long teim basis, and special types indicative of value 
were no longer clear cut. The more expensive house was generally the 
same basic design as others popular in the period, and showed its 
added cost in a variety of ways. Hoofs might be tile instead of 
galvanized iron, gables mi^t be more numerous and more heavily 
trimmed, verandahs mi^t be larger and more in number, but the bajsic 
style was the same. It is only in the earliest period that the 
large house, which some suggest grew out of the homestead type with its 
verandahs all rotuid and which is large in contrast with the small, 
cheap cottage, shows a clear type differentiation which reflects value. 
No one criterion has been used in deciding on specific types. 
The earliest types were sought from records and these were examined 
9 
carefully in relation to those exterior features previously mentioned. 
Where possible some check was made on interiors too. These were 
selected then as lypes, and with these as a base it was possible to 
check variations either in the field or in the photographs. Where 
variation was significant enoti^ the possibility of a new type was 
considered. Once it had been established that a house constituted 
a new type» the next question to be decided was whether its disjbribution 
was wide enougji for it to be included in the final classification. 
Careful examination often revealed that what seemed like a new type 
was in fact a variation or modification of the popular type of the 
time. Sometimes it was a synthesis of features from various tyi)es of 
houses which the owner or builder had put together^ and the result 
was a house which wouldn't fit any specific type. Obviously a 
classification iwhich gave place to eveiy whim of the house builder and 
owner could lose all significance both as a classification as such 
and as a possible research tool. 
The classification as presented divides the house types into the 
three major time periods already mentioned, and then niombers the 
actual house types in numerical order as they occur within the thi?ee 
periods. Seventeen types have been recognized, so that each type 
may be identified by one of the letters A, B, or C, and its type 
number as well as a short descriptive name, {type A1, the small gable 
end cottage, is the earliest and simplest house type seen in Brisbane. 
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Perhaps i[erk on a deeper and wider scale might require a greater 
breakdown and sorting on more specific criteria; but chronologically 
this classification seems to proceed logically. A subsequent study 
hopes to show that it can be used to give some quite extensive 
infoimation about the area to which it is applied. 
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CHAPTER II 
The Houses in Period A UP to 1914 
(a) General Comment 
This first period takes in the earliest tyres of house building 
in Brisbane. Transportation of convicts ceased in I842 and in 1859 
Queensland became a separate state. With the first land sales to 
free settlers in the 1840's the real growlii of urban Brisbane began. 
Most of the settlers were from Britain and many of them came to 
Brisbane from other states either overland across the Darling Downs 
or by ship. That there were settlers from other parts of Europe is 
shown by the histoiy of the Lutheran Mission at Bundah and the 
settlement at German Bridge (now in the suburb of Holland Park); 
but no outward feature of houses marked off differing cultural 
origins. All cottages and villas had the same features ndierever 
they were. Steep pitched roofs seemed to hark loaok to Europe and 
verandahs and detached kitchens were a response to the summer climate 
in their new land. The more money you had the more verandahs you 
could have. The origin of, or the reason for, that iinique feature 
of Queensland houses - the high stumps - seems to be uncertain. 
Coolness resulting from the free flow of air under the house, safety 
from floods given by the height, the benefit of the height in teimite 
control, and the hilly nature of many sites have all had their 
adherents. However no conclusive evidence is available. 
The terrace house which was common in Britain had only 
restricted popailarity in Brisbane, althotigh it was more widespread 
in southern capitals. There are isolated examples on North Quay 
mp^oaj 
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and in Petrie Terrace j but those in the inner city have given way 
to industry. Queenslanders seem to have had strong desires for their 
own house on their own plot from the earliest days. Single dwellings 
of one storey have always been the first choice of Queenslanders. 
While there are some early stone houses, timber which was 
readily available soon took the lead in building materials and it 
still holds that lead. In 1886 and 1^1 the respective totals in 
Brisbane were as follows*-
TABIiaJL 
Year 
l88o 
1891 
Material 
Stone, 
166 
128 
of Outer Wal 
Wood 
7858 
8808 
I s 1886 and 1891 
Brick 
965 
1053 
Metal 
31 
19 
(Queensland Census I89I) 
and the same ratios are evident in the local government areas like 
Oxley, Toowong, and Enoggera. 
Although it is possible in this period to distinguish several 
different types of houses, there are many features -wdiich are common: 
to houses of the time. Roofs were always h i ^ pitched no matter what 
their shape or what material was used. Three major shapes were 
dominant - the gable end, the hip, and the pyramid, {l^g* 1) The 
earliest cottages had thatched roofs or roofs covered with wooden 
shingles. Later these roofing materials were replaced with galvanized. 
F i g - 2 V e - r o n d o l l R o o f - X > r o ^ | 3 e d . R o o f 
F i g . 3 . V e r o n d a d R o o ^ — 
^^^.V-.T? 
ofc b a c k -
S t v e c t : L e v e l 
Fig.U-- •Stu-mJ? hetQh't relaXComshi|DS. 
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iron which became the most common roofing material. By I85O 
galvanized iron was widely used for roofing throughout Eastern 
Australia, so that it was available in Queensland veiy early in the 
histoiy of free settlement. Under these h i ^ pitched roofs ceilings 
were high - often 12 feet and more in the oldest houses. 
The verandah was common to all types of houses. The smallest 
cottages had one across the front and the largest homes had verandahs 
on three and often four sides. With all three roof shapes the 
verandah roof was attached in one of two ways. Either, 
(i) it was dropped below the level of the main roof and sheeted 
with either straight or curved iron. (Fig. 2) 
or, 
( i i ) i t was joined to the main roof and sloped s t r a i ^ t down over 
the verandah. (Fig . 5) 
Where stumps were used they were a t f i r s t j u s t tha t - unmilled 
tree stumps, espec ia l ly i n the small cot tage . However l a t e r in the 
period milled wooden stumps were in general use . The height 
re la t ionships of the stumps were control led by the slope of the land. 
Many cottages were on s t r e e t l eve l a t one s ide and anything from 
5 feet to 20 fee t high on the o ther s ide . (F ig . 4) In Brisbane 
great numbers of houses are on sloping allotments with stump h e i ^ t 
to s u i t . Perhaps i t was t h i s circumstance urtiich i s control led by 
slope which f i r s t b r o u ^ t the idea of a cool useful tmder-house 
area to the a t t en t ion of home owners, and led to the almost xmiversal 
Wedtlner board 
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use of high stumps in the third type no matter what the slope of the 
land. On the relatively level lots Type A 1 cottages were built 
close to the ground, T^pe A 2 villas either low or high, and (Type A 5 
houses f3X)m 5 feet to 10 feet and more high. 
The timbers for exterior sheeting and interior lining were cut 
in wide boards wiida an 8 inch face or more. Outer sheeting was 
either weatherboard or champherboard (Pig. 5)> and in the earliest 
times it was not always dressed timber. Whether the interior 
boards were laid vertically or horizontally seems at the earliest 
stage to have been at the whim of the owner, although the horizontal 
disappeared a little later. 
Most homes - cheap or expensive - had their kitchens detached. 
Some were completely detached; but some large houses with four 
verandahs had the kitchen on a comer of •ttie back verandaho Thia 
detached kitchen, the records tell us, was to keep the heat and the 
smells of cooking away from the rest of the house, especially in 
stammer. Chimneys in the kitchens were brick and held the colonial 
oven or the wood-burning range. High value homes had one or more 
chimneys (Figs. I4 & I5 ) in the living room and bedrooms for 
winter heating. In some, at least one chimney had a double flue. 
Tiiihere the house was on stumps this daimney extended to ground 
level. (Pig. 6) One flue served the kitchen stove and the other 
served the copper boiler in the lower storey of the chimney. Tubs 
for washing were large single tubs, usually on a bench under the 
Fig. 7 EartU Clos&t Period. Fl. 
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trees, and they were filled by hand from the tanks and emptied by hand. 
Tanks were most often at the rear of the house on a wooden tankstand. 
As early as 1868 a Council decision had been made to implement 
a sanitaiy service on the earth closet principle. Each local 
authority was responsible for collection and disposal in its own area. 
By the late I880's the dry earth closet was in general use in the 
urbanized part of the city, and the small timber building resting on 
its own low stumps was a feature of most Brisbane housing allotments. 
Hoofs were a variety of shapes but the small gable shape was the most 
common. (Fig. ?) Prior to the First World War most houses had a 
feed shed, stable, buggy house, or some such building in the back 
yard and the general tendency was to put the earth closet as close 
to these buildings as possible. Where this could not be done it was 
usually close to a fence. Since it was serviced by means of a trap 
door in the back wall enough space had to be left behind it so that 
service could be carried out. Whether a trellis of some sort was put 
in front of the door for privacy was a matter of choice for the owner. 
Some had the trellis, some didn't bother, but all who could,tried to 
place iiie earth closet in as unobtrusive a position as possible. 
Where there was no service householders had still to be content with 
the earth pit. The earth closet, free standing in the back yard 
belongs to a later period. The septic tank began to come into use 
about 1905 and wealthier rate-payers began to instal these in their houses. 
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The smaller and cheaper the house the fewer doors and windows 
i t had; but wherever windows did occur they were general ly sash type 
with c lear g l a s s . (Pig . 8) Where there was no verandah to shade them 
the windows were shaded with wrap-round galvanized i ron window shades. 
(Fig. 9) I f the verandahs encircled the house the sash type windows 
gave way to French windows and French-l ight doors. The large house: 
had fanl ights over a l l doors and some windows to increase l i g h t and 
vent i la t ion: to the rooms. The front door often had an elaborate 
fanl ight of coloured g lass arranged in a pa t te rn and small s ide pane ls 
also of coloured glass* When the I^pe A 5 house developed i t had 
fanl ights over i t s doors and they remained a standard feature t h r o u ^ 
to the ear ly 1920»s. 
Many of the e a r l i e s t cottages were a t footpath l eve l and no 
front fence was required. I f they weren ' t a t footpath level both low 
and middle value houses of t h i s period were b u i l t close to the front 
of the allotment and they had a picket fence in front and board and 
a»i l fences a t the back and s ides . (Fig.16) In high priced homes 
fences were the same but the house was se t away from the road and often 
in the middle of a large al lotment . 
By the 1880's and 1890's the th i rd type, a so r t of middle value 
house was emerging with a h ip roof and the typ ica l verandah roof. 
Towards the end of t h i s period, in the ear ly 1900's, Type A 4 evolved 
from G^ ype A 5 and became exceedingly popular. I t became so widespread, 
not only in Brisbane but th ro t i^out the s t a t e , t ha t i t has been 
referred to as 'The Queensland House' . Those which followed were 
L 
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developed from it, and certain of the features and changes which 
cajne with it remained until the Second World War. 
With the exception of those occupied by high value houses and 
houses some distance from the city, building allotments were small. 
The commonest type ranged from 12 perches to 16 perches or ITI" perches. 
Many of the inner subtirbs such as Red Hill, Wbolloongabba, Spring Hill, 
and West End still have streets of cottages rammed side by side on 
small allotments. To-day the high value villa has subdivided its 
large grounds and newer style houses often cluster round it ,glad to 
get a piece of the choice site. 
(b) Type A 1. the small gable end cottage. 
This type (Figs. 10 and 11) represents the simplest cottage. It 
is the type closest to the slab or baric hut which formed the earliest 
shelters in this countiy. The basic pattern consisted of a high 
pitched small gable end roof of galvanized iron over two rooms - one 
for sleeping and one for living. (Fig. 12) When extra looms were 
added they were joined to the back of the house under a skillion 
roof. Floors in this section were sometimes lower than those of the 
main rooms and necessitated a step between the two sections of the 
house* 
Most of these houses had a verandah across the front with the 
verandah roofs as described. (Figs. 2 and 5)* The sash type windows 
(Pig. 8) opened on to the front verandah. If there were side windows 
they were protected by window shades. (Fig. 9) In many of ^eah houses 
the side windows are later additions and not part of the original 
Fig.13, VeirQ-»KLn-b R a i l ^^ith rou-nd ba-nlstcr-s' 
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1 8 
bui ld ing. The kitchen was detached, sometimes being housed in a 
galvanized i ron shed. The verandah i t s e l f was e i t h e r open or had a 
verandah r a i l a t s i l l height and round b a n i s t e r s . (P ig . 13) 
The type may s t i l l be seen in quant i ty i n suburbs l i ke Spring 
H i l l , Eed H i l l , Paddington, West End, and Woolloongabba. Those 
further out are much more sca t te red representing the gArMest movement 
out to the then more remote suburbs. This type may be found one o r 
two blocks away from the main ti«.nsport routes vdiile on the main road 
la rger and newer houses have replaced the ear ly typeso 
(c) Type A 2 The Colonial and Regency Villa 
This house (P igs . I4 and I5) represents the top value home for the 
period and includes many h i s t o r i c Brisbane houses - 'Oakwal' and 'Newstead 
House' being among the bes t known. The house in a l l i t s variations^ 
may be fotmd throughout Brisbane from the inner c i t y suburbs to those 
four, f ive , and sometimes seven miles out . These houses usual ly 
occupy the choice s i t e s - iiie h i l l t o p s , the high side of the s t r e e t , 
the high bank of the river. Now they are often surroixnded by more 
modem houses put up v^en t h e i r large grounds were subdivided. Many 
are converted in to boarding houses and f l a t s , p r iva te hosp i t a l s , 
schools, and convalescent homes. H i s to r i ca l ly there seems to be 
some evidence t ha t t h i s ty^se came to Brisbane from the Darling Downs 
and other areas to the west, and was often an adaptation of thet 
la i^e homesteads. That i n Figure I4 with i t s open verandah shows 
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t h i s bes t , and best i l l u s t r a t e s the type often referred to as 
'old c o l o n i a l ' . 
Two roof tyT)es were predominant, the hip roof and the pyramid 
roof. (Pig. l ) The pi tch of the roof was high and ce i l ings under these 
roofs were often 15 fee t and more higji. Verandahs surrounded the house 
on three o r four s ides . The general roofing mater ia l was galvanized 
i ron; but in t h i s type there were shingle , s l a t e , and t i l e roofs on 
houses. The verandahs were e i t h e r open with p i l l a r s supporting the 
roof (Fig . 14)» or bounded by verandah r a i l s and f i l l e d below these 
with banis te rs or wrougjit i ron . (Fig . I5) 
Occasionally these houses were of stone or br ick; but most often 
the outer sheath and the l in ing were of timber. How much omamentationi 
in the way of wrought i ron on the roof, l a t t i c e on the verandahs, 
shut te rs on the windows, towers, rounded bay windows on the verandahs^ 
and sweeping s t a i r c a s e s , went in to the home was la rge ly a t the whim 
of the owner and/or the bu i lder . (Pig. 16) One var ia t ion which was 
reasonably common was a small peak or gable in the centre front of 
the verandah roof. (Fig. I5) 
The bas ic f loor plan (Fig. 1?) was of four to s ix rooms under a 
main roof used as sleeping and l i v ing a reas . The ki tchen, bathroom i f 
there was one, and se rvan t ' s room were off the end of the back 
verandah, or they were detached from the main house. With verandahs 
a l l round there were few outside windows. Rooms opened on to verandahs 
by French windows and French-l ight doors. 
^r\\%.~(\\>^^-'^ •'^^•'^ °>^^^'^^°' wLtU vroovxdec i J^/-o*<t^ o(pev^ Mero rx t i aK 
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The chimneys were occasionally f inished with a chimney pot; but 
most were f inished with a brick o r t i l e arch l i ke those in Figures 
14» 15 a^ ad 16. Stump height varied from those b u i l t on very low 
stumps (Fig. 14) to those l i ke Figure 15 and Figure 18. There were 
often two o r three or more tanks a t the side and back of the house. 
In subtirbs l i k e Paddington, Ascot, and Indooroopilly there are 
examples of two storey br ick and stone houses of t h i s era; but the 
two storey version in stone, br ick, or timber i s the exception The 
majority of houses had ex te r io r and i n t e r i o r walls of wood. Follfewiiag 
the f i r s t wave of t h i s type another modification appeared on a few 
houses. One room was car r ied out i n front to verandah level and 
given a rounded front . (P ig . 18) While widespread in the south, i t 
came to Brisbane l a t e r and i s found in r e s t r i c t e d ntambers. 
((i) Type A 5 Small hip roof 
A l i t t l e l a t e r than the preceding types a t h i r d type (F igs . 19 
and 20) appeared. In value i t came between Ifype A 1 and Ty^e A 2 and 
provided a type for the man not wealthy enough to afford the l a rge r 
v i l l a , but wanting something more than the basic gable end co t tage . 
I t had a h ip roof of galvanized i ron and the standard verandah 
roof types. Under the hip roof was a basic four room plan (Pig . 21 ) -
sleeping, l i v i n g , and kitchen which was no longer detached. In some 
the kitdaen and a ha l f verandah were tuider a s k i l l i o n roof a t the 
back of the house. All had the verandah across the front as i n 
TJype A 1. The verandah had r a i l s and round ban i s t e r s (F igs . 15>19» 
i 1 
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ana 20), and a gate to match the banisters at the top of the open 
tread stairs. Lattice inserts (Pig. 19) were used sometimes to give 
more privacy. 
This type was built right up to 1914 and even after World War I. 
By the end of the period the dropped verandah roof had given way 
almost completely to the straight joined one (Fig. 20). The gate at 
the head of the stairs was replaced by a lattice door, and the lattice 
in-fills were either backed by or replaced by a floor length green 
slat blind which rolled up. (Fig. 20) The outer sheeting was still 
weatherboard or champherboard but the board was slightly narrower. 
Interior linings were narrower V-jointed boards laid vertically. The 
brick chimney which had housed the colonial oven was replaced by the 
galvanized iron stove recess (Pig. 22) housing the wood stove. The 
basic floor plan had been adapted in some instances to a six room 
structu2?e without the skillion roof at the back. Usually this plan 
did not include a bathroom; but in some of the later ones a bathroom 
was built under the house. Tubs and copper boiler were also under the 
house. From this time on throiogh the next period the house on high 
stumps was the standard form. Vertical:.;' battening v/as also being 
used between the stumps in the later versions of this house© 
Allotment sizes tended to increase with distance from the city 
centre, vaiying from 12 perches to as much as 52 perches or /\.0 perches. 
Examples of this type may still be found in the same inner city 
suburbs as Oype A 1; but it is found also in greater numbers three. 
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four, f ive , and even seven miles out in suburbs as d ivers i f ied as 
Stone's Comer, Bowen H i l l s , East Brisbane, Windsor, Kelvin Grove, 
Wooloowin, Buranda, and Annerley. 
Up to t h i s point there are three value leve ls c lear ly ref lec ted 
in three d i s t i n c t i v e s t y l e s . However, from t h i s time on the 
d i s t inc t ion begins to disappear, and by the 1920's the value differences 
show mainly in s ize and amount of ornamentation and not in basic 
house type. 
(%) Type A 4 Single Gable Front 
This type (F ig . 25) in i t s o r ig ina l and modified forms ac tual ly 
spans the period from the ear ly 1900's to 1914» and across the war 
period to share liie ear ly Post World War I era with i t s immediate 
successor. The house evolved na tura l ly from the preceding type, and 
could have had i t s bas is in the des i re for another bedroom or a t 
l e a s t for one more room. This was achieved by taking par t of the 
front verandah and extending the number of rooms on one side in t h i s 
way. The change in floor plan i s seen in Figure 24* To get the 
required ce i l ing height for t h i s room the regular hip roof was 
pushed up in to a small gable over t h i s front room. The verandah 
extended ac3X)ss only half the front of the house, but i t s roof 
followed the noimal p a t t e r n s . The front s t a i r s came down beside the 
extended room, and where there were s t a i r r a i l i n g s they matched the 
verandah r a i l i n g s . 
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Boois and stove recesses were galvanized iron. Outer sheeting 
was the narrower 6 inch to 7 inch weatherboard or champherboard. 
Inner linings were V.J. boards, often only 5t^  inches wide. Some 
of the variations noticeable throughout the group seem to indicate 
earlier ana later versions. Some have galvanized iron window 
shades (Fig. 9)* and others have the shades with the wooden side 
slats and. galvanized iron top, (Fig. 25) which are common to the 
next two types. Lattice in-fills may or may not be present. Many 
have sash type irindows (Fig. 8), but many also have casement 
type windows. (Fig. 26). 
Some allotments remained small. However hoiises situated 
two miles or more from the city centre were bvdlt on allotments 
01 24 perches and more. 
Where the owner/builder had more money and a larger piece of 
land the verandah was sometimes extended down the side of the 
house, and occasionally a back verandah with a skillion roof was 
added. At this time those people with most money were building 
variations of exther ?ype A 2 or Type A 4* and those with less 
were building Tjpe A 5. However, early in the life of 5^pe A 4 
the government housing schemes came into effect, and the widespread 
distribution of this type throughout the suburbs could be one of 
the earliest signs of the effect of this legislation on the 
pattern of housing developaent. 
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OHAPTEK I I I 
The Houses i n Period B from 1915 to 1959 
(a) General Comment 
The F i r s t World War I914 to I9I8 saw a great l u l l i n bui lding and 
i t was not u n t i l 1919 or ear ly 1920 tha t building began to increase 
again. In 1959 World War I I broke out and the building of houses 
dropped sharply. This period also suffered a major depression from 
1929 to 1955, and two minor recessions - 1920/21 and 1957/58 - so 
tha t bxiilding operations during i i i is time were in burs t s r a the r than 
in a steady flow. 
From 1910 on 'The Worker's Dwelling Act' and l a t e r 'The War 
Service Homes Commission' made i t possible for more people to have 
what wotild have been an expensive home in previous years . Those who 
had land plus a cash deposit , o r the land only, could get long term 
loans a t reasonable r a t e s of i n t e r e s t . 
The houses of t h i s period, except for a group which had some 
populari ty j u s t p r i o r to 1959 > were a continuing development from 
Type A 4. The e a r l i e s t of them a t t h e i r simplest were c lea r ly an 
adaptation of IJype A 4. At t h e i r most ornate they provided the high 
value house of the period in which gables tended to occur a t every 
conceivable, and sometimes inconceivable, place in the roof. The 
l a t e 1920*3 and ear ly 1950's bro;ight some modifications to these 
types mainly in the form of stucco p i l l a r s , bay windows, l e a d l i ^ t 
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casements, and extra gables . The later1950»s saw a b r i e f period of 
populari ty for what might be cal led 'overseas borrowings' . These 
were often of high value and a rch i t ec t designed. The three most 
popular types were 'The Cal i fomian Bungalow', 'The Spanish Mission ' , 
and 'The Engl i sh ' . The onset of war in 1959 cur ta i l ed the bui lding 
industry so that i t i s d i f f i c u l t to t e l l how popular these migjit have 
become. 
The chief feature of the house of the twenties and t h i r t i e s was 
the gable. The question was scarcely whether the house would have 
gables or not; but how many and where. Some of the higher value 
houses had t e r r a co t t a t i l e s or s l a t e on the roofs, but the majority 
of houses had galvanized iron roofs . Of the 45454 houses in Brisbane 
in 1921, 45997 had galvanisjed i ron roofs. (15) lEhe outer sheeting 
was the 6 inch to 7 inch wide weatherboard o r champherboard in pine or 
hardwood. About ha l f way through the period the champher board 
disappeared and timber houses had weatherboard sheeting. The continuing 
dominance of timber for outside walls i s seen in Table IIo 
TABLE I I 
Year 
1921 
1953 
Stone 
117 
78 
Material of Outer Walls 
Brick 
1155 
1655 
Concrete 
9b 
515 
1921 and 1953 
Wood 
45417 
64429 
Other 
669 
1428 
Total 
45454 
67905 
(Source - Queensland Census 1921 and 1955) 
Verandahs s t i l l had ban i s te r s and r a i l s which were matched on the 
15. (Queensland CenauB 1921. 
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s t a i r s but the rotind ban i s t e r was now varied by the use of a 
rectangular one 2" x 1*' with a 5"-6" x 1" fretworked one se t midway 
along the panel . (Fig . 27) The s ize of the verandah var ied from the 
beginning to the end of the period, and with the amount of money 
spent. The front bay window was a common feature of the mid to l a t e 
twenties and the ear ly t h i r t i e s . This was one of the fea tures which 
was mtilt iplied on more expensive houses. Instead of one or two on 
the front , there might also be two more on the s i de . 
Stove recesses were wooden throughout the period (Pig . 28) 
tending to disappear by the mid to l a t e t h i r t i e s as gas and e l e c t r i c 
stoves became more and more widely used© Stumps followed the same 
trend as has been seen since Ty^e A 5« E i the r the slope of the land 
governed the height re la t ionships of the stumps or the stumps were 
high a l l round. Battens were used to f i l l between the stumps. 
Later i n the period motor car ownership increased, and 'vinder 
the house' found a new importance. The high house provided a r«ady 
made garage for the car . Where the car went under the front of the 
house so l id garage doors sometimes replaced the ba t t ens . Tubs and 
copper b o i l e r were s t i l l under the house with water l a i d on from the 
tank to the s e t - i n tubs . In the 1950's some tanks were; put under 
the house ins tead of a t the back o r s ide . 
Post World War I saw the end of the horse and buggy era . Pew 
families s t i l l kept t h e i r own horse and buggy, and so buildings i n 
^pissmB^ 
(b3 
- see. l^ cc^  7 jz> .JS' 
U^boo r too / o n ^ * . ! ^ 
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the back yard became rare. With no such buildings to help locate 
the earth closet it became a free-standing feature of all backyards. 
Just vihere it went in the yard was a decision for either the builder 
or the householder to make; but there was no uniformity of position. 
Every house in the street might have its earth closet in a different 
position. The decision to have a trellis across the front for 
privacy still rested with the owner and there was no general pattern, 
about this. One change which did come during -ttiis period was in the 
method of service. The trap door in -tiie back wall disappeared and 
service was by a door in Hie front of the cabinet. The building 
itself changed little^ Sometimes the roof shape varied but the small 
box on stumps with its gable roof was the common foim. 
The first section of the city was declared sewered in 1925* 
By 1929* 11,886 premises had been connected to sewerage and by 1959 
this number had risen to 53»248. With this increase in sewerage and 
a growing use of septic tanks the earth closet was disappearing from 
some areas. However large areas of the city remained unsewered and 
there are still many areas of Brisbane where the earth closet is a 
feature. Fewer than half the total number of dwellings in the city 
wei« connected to sewerage in 1959* i^/lien the sewerage and the septic 
tank came in,the water closet replaced the earth closet and was moved 
to one of two positions. Either it was put upstairs or it remained 
downstairs under the house or close to the bottom of the back stairs. 
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If it went upstairs it tended to occupy one of three positions. In 
special circvimstances it was installed in the bathroom. Otherwise it 
was in a separate room near the bathroom, or it opened off the back 
landing which was extended for the purpose. Council regulations 
insist that it has at least one outside wall. In 1928 The Greater 
Brisbane Council assiomed responsibility for Water Supply and Sewexage 
so that by that time the Brisb|ne City Council was responsible for 
all cleansing services. Two years later the Depression was strangling 
all major works. However some progress in sewerage retictilation was 
made when men were put on relief work digging the trenches, even 
though house connections fell behind. From I959 to the 1940's the 
Second World War delayed progress again. The following table shows 
the progress in house connections of sewerage during this time and 
the nvunbers of connections in relation to the total nxunber of dwellings. 
TABLE Ill-
Year 
1928 
1929 
1950 
1931 
1952 
1955 
31954 
1955 
195b 
1957 
1958 
1939 
Sewerae:e Connections in 
Total Sewerage 
Connections 
11015 
11886 
14255 
14965 
16259 
18069 
21125 
25098 
29542 
55248 
relation to Total Dwellings 
Total 
Dwellings 
65528 
669O8 
67781 
68096 
72055 
72914 
74098 
75756 
77501 
79488 
8I58O 
(Source Brisbane Statistics I925-1941) 
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Windows were casement type (Fig. 26) althoiigh the design varied 
slightly during the period, and from the late 1920's on leadlight 
was a feature. Clear glass was rare in any windows. Some of the 
houses built in 1920 and 1921 had clear glass in some windows and 
fancy glass in the rest. By the mid 1920's and on throtigh the 
period all windows were fitted with fancy glass. Window shades 
changed during this time from that shown in Figure 25 to the tone 
shown in Figure 29. This was a straight galvanized iron shade without 
the slat side trimming of its predecessor. With the changes in. 
types which came in the late thirties, and with the use of wide 
eaves window shades disappeared. 
Fanlights remained over doors and some windows until the mid-
twenties, but the side panels of glass which framed the front door 
disappeared and were occasionally replaced by wooden side panels 
trimmed with moulding. ^ I927/28 fanlights were no longer a common 
feature of the houses. 
The roofs remained high pitched until the late 1950's when 
gables were lowered and broadened at the base. By the end of the 
period the gable had disappeared as a distingui^ing feature, 
tteiling heights were approximately 11 feet but later types provided 
a few examples of the 9ft. ceiling which was to become the pattern in 
subsequent years. Other changes in the interior included fibrous 
plaster and fibrolite sheeting for walls and ceilings in place of the 
earlier 3^ to 4*' V.J. boartl. These new materials first appeared in 
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living rooms and dining rooms only and V.J. boards were used in the 
rest of the house. Later their use was extended to other rooms till 
it became quite common for houses to have some rooms lined with 
fibrous plaster and the rest with fibrolite. The bathroom upstairs 
was part of the general floor plan. In the 1920's the pantry was 
common; but by the late 1950's it had gone. 
One of the most distinctive characteristics of the time - the 
lobby or vestibule window persisted to the late thirties although it 
had its greatest vogue from 1919/1920 to 1952/33 when it was a part 
of almost every house built. By the time the three special types 
mentioned were being built this window was no-.longer in use. 
With the end of World War I returning servicemen wanted homes 
and 'The War Service Homes Commission J provided a source of finance. 
For those who were not servicemen .'The State Advances Corporation' 
provided the finance. With these two sources of assistance available 
the way was open for an active building programme. The house which is 
Type B 5 (Pig. 50) made up 80^ of these. Such a home could be built 
in 1920 for £650 (;B1500) if you had your own land. Four miles from 
the city centra a sizeable block of land, for example 55 perches, 
could be bougjit tor £75 ()8150) to £100 (;B200). 
Prior to the fo\inding of Greater Brisbane in 1925 statistics on 
housing are difficult to obtain, especially for groups which can be 
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readily compared. The following table will give some idea of the 
fluctuations in building from 1925 on. 
TABT.Fi IV Details of Building Operations 1925 to 1959 
Year Dwellings 
Number Value in £ 
297,285 
1,864,842 
1,662,857 
1,175*945 
907,942 
515,510 
240,919 
526,695 
575,959 
515,275 
802,527 
975,500 
1,066,458 
1,157,581 
585,576 
(Source - Brisbane S. t4t is t ics 1945-50) 
Further evidence of the sor t s of f luctuat ions which took place 
i s provided by the following figures for the 's tandard house* as 
designated by 'The State Advances Corporation* for the Yiforker's 
Dwelling 
TABLE V Averager Cost of Standard House - Worker's Dwelling 
Year Size^ Gost of Cost per 
sq. f t . House 100 sq. f t . 
£ a: 
54 
55 
4& 
1925 (8mths.) 
1926 
1927 
1928 
1929 
1950 
1951 
1952 
1955 
1954 
1955 
1956 
1957 
1958 
1959(to June) 
495 
5090 
2656 
1865 
1459 
812 
435 
571 
656 
910 
1428 
1688 
1754 
1917 
952 
1920-21 
1951-52 
1938-39 
1200 
It 
u 
645 
417 
550 
(Source - (Queensland Year Book - various years); 
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i^) iferpe B Ife Single Eront Gable and Lobby window 
As originally built the T^ rpe B 5 house (Fig. 50) had a front 
gable of vaiying trim and an open entry porch with a half side 
verandah going back from it. Entry was from the porch into a lobby 
or vestibule which featured the small, most often round, lobby 
window. B:oofs were galvanized iron and outer sheeting was the 6 inch 
to 7^ inch weatherboard or champherboard. Interiors were vertically 
placed V.J. boards in single walls with a 4** x 2*' strengthening rail 
half way up one side. Ceilings were h i ^ and of V.J. boards. 
Fanli^ts were placed over all doors except the back door and 
over the back kitchen windows. However the glass ones, even that 
over the front door, were plain glass and over inside doors an open 
fret replaced the glass. The decorative front door fanlight did not 
caxgy over into this period. 
Casement windows of the design shown in Figure 26 were most 
common. One or two sets of windows had clear glass but the rest had 
fancy glass of some sort. % the mid 1920's clear glass had 
disappeared. In some houses windows of breakfast rooms and dining 
rooms featured large sliding windows with green or brown fancy glasa 
in some of the panea. Window shades were those shown in Figure 25. 
Vferandah railings and banisters were repeated in the stairs and the 
round banisters (Fig. 13) were varied by the rectangular ones. (Fig.27) 
The floor plan (Fig* 51) resaabled that of Type A 4 but there was now 
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a lobby at the entrance and many of the houses had a bathroom and 
pantry upstairs. 
Although this type is so numerous up to six miles from the city, 
especially in suburbs like Toowong, Sherwood, Graceville, Greenslopes, 
CooipaTOo, Annerley, Yeronga, Htmdah, Toombul, Wooloowin, Lutwyche, 
and Windsor, it is diffictilt to find one in its original foim. The 
porch and verandah in particular have lent themselves to alteration). 
The porch has been covered with a small gable roof which gives the 
house a two gable front. (Pig. 52) The verandah has been enclosed 
either with Venetian blinds leaving the open rails, or built up with 
weatherboards or fibrolite to sill height and fitted with casement 
windows or louvres. 
Allolaients were larger, many being combinations of two or three 
of the fonner 16 perch and ITf" percdi blocks. Stumps were high 
following the trend set by ^ype A 5 and 2^e A 4» 
The more expensive house was distinguished only by its size and 
the number and omateness of its gables. Where the average house had 
two bedrooms this had three or more, and its living room or lounge 
room was much larger. Some also had a breakfast room, a dining room, 
and a kitchen. Verandah space was increased either by having the 
verandah rigjit down the side from the front porch, or by having an 
extra verandah on the other side. Boofs of some of the larger houses 
were tiled. 
3 8 
Fig,30 T\j[3€ E .5 . Sch^L-e i r ron t ^ c i b Le..-o^DerjfDorch, 
haLJf ( / -on t o n d s d d e v/eir a n d cxK. L o b b j vv/Liic(oW. 
"R e c t a m ^ ^ lov- b Q-n<^  stt,^"S . "Peck-e l Fenc-c. 
F j g 3 2 . ^ b e B . i " S : Incite frorit^ Cnabl-e \^ith fooirch 
C o\/ €. IT ecL w< l t 1^ S i -noU c^ab/e /"oo-/^. L o b b ^ wcneioM/-
HaLX Iront and sCcie v-e,r (xn CCQ in. 
3 9 
(c) True B 6 1920's Bungalow Boof 
This type (F ig . 55) was contemporaneous with 5fype B 5; but was 
not so popular, and i t s d i s t r i bu t ion was y^ry r e s t r i c t e d . The house 
had a type of h ip roof which a t the time was ca l led a bungalow roof. 
I t s predecessor could have been the older pyramid roof. (Fig. l ) The 
roof came down in an unbroken l i n e a l l rotind to cover the rooms and 
the verandahs which ran across the front and par t way down one i f 
nox two sxdes of the house. This house was an a l t e rna t ive to T|ype B 5 
and cost lougjily the same pr ice or l e s s because i t s roof construction 
was simpler, and much of the cost of houses in t h i s period went in to 
the many-gabled roo f s . 
©le house can be found sca t te red round the same suburbs as Type B 5 
but i t was not so numerous and concentrations over whole s t r e e t s 
such as can be seen with T|ypes A 4 and B 5 do not e x i s t . 
(d) Type B Y Double Front Gable with weatherboard p i l l a r s and 
lobby window 
Type B 7 (F ig . 34) ^^s a progression from ^ p e B 5 with more 
gables on the average house. The lobby window remained a cha rac t e r i s t i c 
and the front bay window was usua l . The outer sheeting was the 6 inch 
weatherboard and very few were covered with champherboaird. The 
dominant roofing mater ia l was s t i l l galvanized i ron . Entry was often 
by a small porch type front verandah into the lobby. The verandah and 
s t a i r s had the rectangular ban i s te r s (P ig . 27) but there was a change. 
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At each comer of the verandah a section about a foot wide was sheeted 
with weatherboard well above sill level to form a sort of pillar. (Fig.54) 
In some houses built in the late 1920*s and early 1950's these comer 
sections, and sometimes other post positions on the verandah, were 
sheeted with weatherboard from ground level up. (Fig.55) Stairs had 
railings to match the porch but the side railisags on the stairs were 
often stepped. (Figs. 54 ^ c^L 35) Some houses had a longer closed in 
verandah on the opposite side to the porch. (Fig. 54) 
The interior was generally V.J boards but in many the lounge 
room and dining room had fibrous plaster or fibrolite ceilings and 
walls. Windows were casements (Fig. 26) but they all had fancy glass 
of some type. Casements in the front bay window were usually leadlights. 
Where these windows were on the outside walls the window shades were 
those with slat sides.(Fig. 25). Fanlights had disappeared from 
doors and windows. 
Curtain battening was used on the bay window and the side verandah. 
(Figs. 54 and 55). The tank now varied in position being sometimes 
on a tankstand outside the back of the house and sometimes undea? the 
house. 
The flooT plan (Fig. 36) resembled that of Type B 5 but the 
lounge-dining room was arched to make one large room. Bathroom and 
pantry were upstairs. 
The house illustrated in Figure 54 was built in I927 for £647 (;B1294) 
with the land costing £100 (JB200) in 1926. In 1928 this same type was 
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built in the same suburb four miles from town for £557 (;B1074) . 
She reason is not quite clear but in that 1927/28 period 
appioxiaately 500 Worker's Dwellings were built in the same suburb. 
The allotment was usually a larger one - 26 perches or 55 perches 
for the average house. Front fences were board or open sla-c with a 
raxl top (?ig. 34)' Houses were now being built a little further from 
the footpath alignment but th^ were certainly well forward oi haii 
way» 
Distinctions in relation to value remained the same. I±" you had 
the money you biiilt a larger house with more gables, perhaps tiled your 
roof, and very occasionally built in brick. Figusre 57 8hows««n%;6Xsa#le 
of this sort. 
(e) Type B 8 Triple Front with stucco pillars 
Baring the 1950 *s the TJjrpe B 7 house changed in some outward 
charaeterisrics. (type B 8 (Fig. 58) still had the high pitched roof 
with many gables. The front of the roof had either two or three 
gables, and was three rooms wide to give Ytk&t has been called the 
'triple front'. (Pig.5®) Galvanized iron was still the main roofing 
material. The lobby wind-ow disappeared from this type but the bay 
window on the front remained. The windows were casements with 
leadli^t in the bay window and fancy glass in the resti but the design 
of the winttows varied in some. At least two designs were fairly 
widely used. (Figs. 26 ana 37.) Window shades were "Uaose in Figure 29. 
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The outer sheeting was 6 inch face weatherboard. The small 
front verandah was usually seeded to sill height with weatherboard 
which was often cut to simulate shingles. (Pig. 38) These were 
repeated in the front bay window. The pillars at the comers of the 
verandah showed another change. Th^ ran down to ground level ana were 
covered with stucco decorated with three or four coloured glazed tiles 
of assorted shapes arranged in a variety of designs. (Fig. 5^) 
Ceilings and walls were fibrous plaster or fibrolite. Occasionally 
plywwod panelling half way up the wall was used in the lounge room. The 
lounge-dining room remained arched but instead of the large more 
decorative arch there was a plain faced opening. (Fig. 59) The floor 
plan (Fig. 40) remained basically the same as Type B 7 but the pantry 
was sometimes omitted* Many of these were being b\iilt without the 
wooden stove recess^ The increasing use of the gas ana electric 
stove made a flue and a stove recess \innecessaiy. 
The wooden front fence in all styles was replaced by a 'K' wire 
fence. (Fig. 38) Eventually the board and rail siae ana back fences 
were also replaced by 'K' wire. The Council aregulation set the 
minimum size of housing allotments at 24 perches; but actual allotment 
sizes varied. Where the owner held deed to a 16 perch or a 17^ perch 
block he could build on it, and often as previously mentioned two or 
more of these older survey blocks were combined. Mew subdivisions 
however could not have building blocks smaller than 24 perches. 
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Occasionally this type of house featured stucco for its outer 
sheeting. This type of outer covering can be found in various house 
types from this time on to 1939 suid sometimes later; but it never 
became \ised widely enotigh to be a distinctive class on its own. 
(f) Type B 9 The Caliromian Bungalow or Inter-War Sydney Type 
This house (Fig. 41) is the first of the rather specialised 
types which conclude this period. While many things such as a 
galwanized iron roof, weatherboard outer sheeting, and casement 
windows with fancy glass remained, at least two quite dramatic 
changes came in this type. 
The roof pitch dropped a little. The gables, or more precisely 
the main front one which was the outstanding characteristic was 
wider and lower than its predecessors had been. It covered the porch 
which went more than half way across the front of the house, and iriiicn 
was all the verandah the house had. The verandah was most often 
closed in to sill height and the small pillars supporting the front 
of the verandah roof as shown in Figure 41 were a distinguishing 
feature. These pillars were usually concrete but as can be seen in 
Figure 42 the style was sometimes carried out completely in timbei*. 
The other major change which strikes most forcibly is the stump 
heigjit. After such a long period when the high stump reigned supreme 
this low set house was a dramatic change. Whatever the shape of the 
land the house was low set - the first since types A 1 and A 2. 
Fig, ^3 - (^ d Q.^<CLtCon o ^ the w c d - e r dee, her 
c^akiie o ^ T v j ^ e S.Q to other house st^jC-cs 
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Stomps were generally wooden and about 5 feet in height. With this 
change in stump hei^t the car could no longer be kept lander the 
house and the separate garage was a necessity. Tanks had to be 
outside and tubs and copper boilers were in a laundry at the back of 
the housse Stairs were low and were sometimes of concrete, especially 
where a more expensiirs version was built in brick with a tiled roof. 
The lower pitch of the roof brought ceiling heights down 
sli^tly, and ceilings and interior linings were plaster or fibrolite. 
Window shades were those in Figure 29. Windows were the casement tyT>e 
common to this period as a whole. 
Popular in Sydney in the 1920's this type came to Brisbane much 
later and represents the strongest movement yet away from the types 
which had developed from Type A 4 - prelude to things to come. The 
type is not widespread but small groups can be found,usually in the 
more attractive sites, in suburbs four to six miles out such as Chelmer, 
Annerley, Lutwyche, and Clayfield. Whether the 1957 recession ana its 
effect on building had any iniluence on this is hard to determine. 
However, taking the restricted nximbers and the quality of their site 
locations into account this woula seem to be a higher value house 
whicn attracted those who could afford something different, while 
those wanting the lower value house still built Type B 8 or a variation 
thereof which incorporated the wider, lower gable. (Fig. 4S) Tht 
restricted distribution of this type cotild also be an example of 
people's general resistance to change and their tendency to cling to; 
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the old and t r i e d . People had been used to the high house for a 
long time and i t would take some time for low se t houses to become 
widely accepted. 
The next two types represent a trend whicn was noticeable for 
a b r i e f period j u s t before Worla War I I . type B 9 began t h i s trend 
and these two are flLerelopments along the l i n e of change ana 'overseas 
borrowing' • The average man was s t i l l bviiloing type B 8 ana sometimes 
Type B $ and t h e i r many va r i a t i ons ; but j u s t p r i o r to the outbreak of 
war in 1959 there was some populari ty for houses which represent ra ther 
pseude s t y l e s for t h i s countiy. Many of them were of higher value and 
indiv idual ly a rch i t ec t designed for t h e i r owners. At the lower value 
l eve l s there was some borrowing of various fea tures from these types, 
(g) Type B 10 The 'Spanish Mission' Influence 
The f i r s t of these i s type B 10 (Fig . 44) which expressed what 
was ca l led the 'Spanish Mission' inf luence. Like i t s predecessor, 
T ^ e B 9t i t came to Brisbane from the southern c a p i t a l s . The bes t of 
them, l i k e those which most f a i th fu l ly represented type B 9, attempted 
a t l e a s t to keep a congruent whole. However some represented en-
endeavour to borrow ce r t a in cha rac t e r i s t i c s from t h i s type and add 
them to idiat was bas i ca l ly a type B 8 house, and here the whole effect 
was decidedly incongruous. The bes t of t h i s type were of br ick, cement 
rendered and painted cream or white with a t i l e roof. (Fig. 44) ^ e 
house was low s e t . Most openings featured the rounded arch top, 
F i ^ . 46 . C > j v ( . € c ( l-siiicLrs Ln concrete - -^e atorc o j-
T y ^ e B. 1 O. - ' ^ ^ a - n L Q l n M CSsC on' l^ous C. 
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espec ia l ly over front doors and windows, and on some verandah openings. 
On the small verandahs which were a feature of the front of many of 
t h i s type (Fig . 45) the roox was supported by curled concrete 
p i l l a r s . (F ig . 46) Verandah and porch sect ions also had simulated 
project ing beams. A'fs the gable ends the wall was car r ied on above the 
edge of the roof and scalloped a t the edge.(Fig. 45) This gave a 
d i s t i n c t i v e facade to the house. Where the roof l i ne ran between, 
two gable por t ions , o r a gable and a project ing p i l l a r the edge of 
the roof was capped with ha l f round t i l e s . All these features - the 
round topped openings, the curled p i l l a r s , the half roxuid t i l e 
edging, the simulated beams, and the extended front facade together 
with the Tidiite o r cream cement rendered wal ls , were intenaed to create 
the 'Spanish' e f fec t . However the window shades, casement lead l igh t 
windows, and such trimmings tended only to confuse and to give a 
pseudo s t y l e r a the r than a new functional form. 
Many of these features l en t themselves to imitat ion in lower 
priced hotises, especia l ly those covered with or trimmed in stucco. The 
semi^circxolar entry porch (Fig . 45) with i t s p i l l a r s , and the extended 
front (Fig . 45) were cheerful ly teamed with the bay window of e a r l i e r 
types, so t h a t there were low se t houses lAiich were a combination of 
several other s t y l e s . One of the most incongruous of these combinations 
was the type B 8 high se t house with stucco walls and the extended 
front wall borrowed from t h i s 'Spanish Mission' type. In some t h i s 
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front was used even with weatherboard outer sheeting. 
The type never became really widespread, and is found in suburbs 
like Toowong, Hewmarket, Yeronga, and Holland Park either as isolated 
houses among earlier types, or, as in parts of Newmarket, just one 
small area consisting or two or three streets where this type is 
dominant. 
(h) Type B^11 The 'English' Type 
This house (F ig . 4?) was even more r e s t r i c t e d in d i s t r i bu t ion . 
I t usual ly remained in the individual ly a r ch i t ec t designed, h i ^ e r value 
range, and l e n t i t s e l f l i t t l e to borrowing in the ways discussed i n 
the two previous types . This was the 'English ' house. I t featured 
steep high pi tched gable roofs , a t t i c s , chimneys, shu t t e r s , and was 
most often b t i i l t i n br ick - a l l of nhich was considered to be 
e s sen t i a l ly English i n charac te r . Some in t h i s group had outer walls 
in the 'Tudor' t r a d i t i o n - ha l f br ick, and half f ibro with cover strips;, 
of dark wood. (F ig . 48) This iype B 11 was usual ly a two storey 
house, a type which has always been r e s t r i c t e d in Brisbane especia l ly 
before World War I I ; Trtiere a few in the time of type A 2 are the only 
other examples. Boofs were t i l e d and the chimney ireappeared. Windows 
were casements and many of them were f i t t e d with l e a d l i ^ t . 
Dis t r ibu t ion i s veiy r e s t r i c t e d ana they are often seen on: 
f a i r l y good s i t e s and in ^p re s t i ge ' a r eas . S t . Lucia has a number of 
both s t y l e s , a small group was b u i l t a t Coorparoo a l l designed by one 
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a r c h i t e c t , and Ascot and Clayfield have some examples. 
( i ) Type B 12 'The Waterfall Front ' 
The l a s t type to be discussed before t h i s perioa i s concluded i s 
one which gave some ind ica t ion of t renas to come especial ly i n average * 
pr iced housing. Like lype A 4 i t was the one which tended to span 
the war period and to be the root from which some a t l e a s t of the 
Post World War I I types developed. This Type B 12 house (Fig . 49) 
resembled t ha t wnich Boyd ca l led 'The Waterfall Front*. ( I4) In 
(Queensland i t was e i i i ier low or high se t depending on the s i t e o r the 
whim of the owner. The ex te r io r was brick veneer cement rendered, 
stucco, o r weatherboard, and the root was e i t he r galvanized i ron or 
t i l e depending on the value and the ex te r io r sheet ing. There were 
no gables and the h ip roof went back in three steps to give a t r i p l e 
e f fec t . The p i t ch of the roof was moderate and the most noteworthy 
change was in tne eaves which were wide and continuous. Breaks in 
the roofs with i n t r i c a t e val ley and re turn constructions were a thing 
of the p a s t . The wide eaves also did away with the need for window 
shades. Eaves were boxed with f l a t f i b r o l i t e . This eaves construction 
was one of the feaiiures which car r ied over in to the next period. The 
lower p i tch of the roof allowed the lower 9 f t . ce i l ing heigJit and 
disposed of dead space between the tops of the windows and the roof. 
The veranoah had disappeai-ea aua entry was s t r a i ^ t in to the 
lounge room from a small landing or porch a t the head of the s t a i r s . 
Sometimes t h i s entry was shielded from the weather by ed4iie^a 
14. Boyd, H t ' A u s t r a l i a ' s Home' - Melbourne University Press , I96I P.88 
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separate wall or an extension of the main wall. In Figure 49 the 
sash type window (Fig. 8) with clear glass had returned to use. 'The 
lounge or living room had a fixed picture window of clear glass 
between the sash windows. In some of this type however the casement 
window with leadli^ts in some and clear glass in the others remained. 
Inner linings were plaster or fibrolite depending on the value of the 
house and the likes and dislikes of the owners. 
Theirei^ wto no tank and the laundry was either at the back in the 
low set house or under the high set house. Where the house was low 
set a separate garage was necessary. Fences were 'K' wire with 
wroiight iron gates. 
'jaie floor plan varied little except that verandahs and lobbies 
were no longer present, and the pantry was missing from the general 
layout. The kitchen with built-in cupboards was beginning to be a 
part of the house plan. The arched lounge-dining room was a thing of 
the past and most often these two functions were combined in one room. 
Allotment sizes remained fairly static with most homes on 24 perches 
at least and many on larger blocks. 
]ty 1939 most suburbs four to five miles from the city were well 
built up and stiHieosuburbs six and seven miles out such as Sherwood 
and Corinda were quite well settled. However the spread of settloaent 
beyond the five to six mile radius with any degree of density is part 
of the Post World War II stony in Brisbane housing. 
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OHAPifeiAt. XV 
The Houses in Period 0 from 194D on; 
(a) General Comment 
liaiing the years 1919 to 1959 the Type A 4 house had developed 
in to the more heavily gabled, more ornate types represented by i ^ e s 
B 5, a 7, B 8. Seyex«tL ty3>es such as i ^ e s B 9» B 10, and B 11 had 
a shor t burst of r e s t r i c t e d popular i ty; but t h i s was brotight to an 
end by the outbreak of war i n 1959 • ^ e amount of house bui lding 
from 1940 to 1945 was neg l i g ib l e . When the war ended in I945 the 
a^lsterity enforced by government r e s t r i c t i o n s and shortages of mater ia ls 
kept house bui lding t o t a l s low u n t i l the l i f t i n g of r e s t r i c t i o n s in 
Atigust 1952. The t o t a l of 6835 new pr iva te dwellingSr for 1950/51 
was the highest for any year and foreshadowed the l i f t i n g of the 
r e s t r i c t i o n s . The following table gives some idea of the amount of 
new housing which went up in t h i s period* 
^AlffAi yjL aiambers of Pr iva te 3)wellings erected 1959/40 to 1964/b-? 
Year 
1939/40 
1940/41 
1941/42 
1942/43 
1943/44 
1944/4t? 
1945/40 
nM/Mi 1947/48 
Ho. 
1798 
I842 
1140 
50 
14b 
785 
3285 
4735 
4709 
Year 
1948/49 
1949/5G 
1950/51 
1951/52 
1952/53 
1953/54 
195V55 
1955/5b 
1956/57 
Ho. 
4569 
5549 
6855 
5451 
5395 
4l0fe 
5851 
3265 
5154 
Year 
1957/58 
1958/59 
1959/bO 
I9fe0/6J 
1961/62 
1962/65 
19b5/b4 
1964/65 
Ho. 
4115 
4244 
4558 
4075 
4654 
417b 
4512 
45b7 
(Source - 'Brisbane S t a t i s t i c s ' - various years) 
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One of the most s ign i f ican t influences on pa t te rns of building 
growth i n Brisbane since 1945 has been the development of the Housing 
E s t a t e . Before World War I I , while areas may have had a predominance 
of one type such as type B 5 (F ig . 30), each peareon usual ly b o u ^ t 
h i s own land and had a house b u i l t on i t with Worker's Dwelling or 
War Service Homes finance. Occasionally a bu i lder would btiy several 
blocks 01 land and e rec t houses on them which he offered for sa le ; 
but t h i s type of ' spec ' b u i l t house was always r a the r suspect with 
the majority of home buyers. After World War I I The Housing Commission 
emperseded The Sta te Advances Oericpox&ll&Ein and the Woicker's Dwelling 
Sabeme. The Commission toofc^over l a ige areas of land, especia l ly 
i n outer suburbs s ix miles and more from the c i t y where there were 
la rge t r a c t s of vacant land. On these they b u i l t houses for rent 
and for s a l e , and in suburbs l i k e Mt. Gravatt , locklea, Oxley, 
Acacia Bidge, Carina, Banyo, Cheaemside, Zillmere, Geebung, and The Gap 
blocks of new medium and lower priced houses sprang up. 
Pr iva te en te rpr i se entered t h i s f i e l d with the rea l e s t a t e 
developer who acquired la rge areas for sub-division, put in bitumen 
roads and water cnannell ing, had the water and e l e c t r i c i t y connected, 
and offered the publ ic e i t h e r a block of land with these amenities 
or the package deal of a house already b u i l t on the land. The Chester 
Es ta te b u i l t a t Mt. Gravatt in the ear ly 1940*s was one of the f i r s t 
of these . (F ig . 50) Many fiims offered a range of house s ty l e s from 
which the po t en t i a l buyer could choose. Many more people, i f in fac t 
Fig< 51 ^ r o^ oJ ho ^ 3^^ Cm M ar Street ^ H o Uand 
T^ Qr k . 1^ H o u S Ln a C O i-^^ en C s s c o ir\ c( c^-cLo^nnc nt 
ar -c (X. 
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it was not the majority, bou^t the house and land as one 'package' 
transaction. These estates, especially where they catered to the 
lower ana middle value market, had a similarity of house type which 
coTild be depressingly monotono\is, and which coiild provide the slum 
areas of the future. Whole streets of houses (Fig. 51) showed 
little, it any, differentiation. Sometimes as many as twenty houses 
varied from one another only in the position of a set of windows. 
A more recent trend in this estate type of development has been the 
building of small estates of h i ^ value brick homes on small 
allotments closer to the city. Indooroopilly, Holland Park, Mt. Gravatt, 
and Aspley all have examples of this type of development. 
iiiie austerity regulations irtiich were implemented in late 1945 
and the limited finance available brought about simplification of the 
pre-World War II designs in many ways. Expensive features like 
gables, bay windows, stucco pillars, and verandahs disappeared. The 
roof was lowered in pitch and simplified in shape using the 
'continuous eaves' construction. In its simplest form the average 
house was a rectangle or square with either a hip roof or a low pitched 
gable ena roof. (Fig. 52) Outer sheeting was usually weatherboard 
but in the early post-war years fibio cement sheeting (Fig. 53) °^ 
a combination of half fioro cement, half weatherboard was also used. 
Interiors were no longer plaster. Most ceilings and walls were fibrolite 
or one of the many hardboards which were coming on the market. Hoofs 
were often sheeted with corrugated fibro cement instead of 
galvanized iron. 
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The hei^it of the house became more flexible. Many were still 
built on high stumps, but many were on concrete slabs flat on the 
ground. The majority, especially on the estates, were somewhere 
between the two. Stumps were concrete. The most noticeable change 
in comparison with the pre-1939 period was the greater ntmber of 
relatively low houses often with brick bases at the front. 
With the relaxing of restrictions in 1952, and the increase in 
the variety and the availability of building materials in the 1950's 
the main trends of tiiis period began to take shape. Hew and 
changing building techniques allowed greater flexibility of approeich 
in both design and materials. The flexibility in stump height 
continued. There was a break away from the traditional bedroom and 
living room at the front, kitchen and dining room at the back. The 
desire for good ventilation and li^t for each room brought in a 
series of house plans in which each wing of the house was only one 
room in width. 
Eoof shapes ranged from hip to gable end, from flat to half 
gable, and pagoda, and any variations of these. The covering was 
much more varied. Galvanized iron now competed with fibro cement, 
aluminium, terra cotta or concrete tiles. The exterior walls were 
still dominantly timber or brick; but they might also be a 
combination of many things - brick, timber, concrete masonry blocks, 
fibrolite, aluminium, and stone. Most interiors were now a nogging 
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and batten construction covered with various types of hardboard or 
fibrolite. Different linings were often used in different rooms, 
and in some, especially where brick was used, the material of the 
outer wall was left uncovered and foimed the inner wall too. 
Ceilings were low, mfiuay being the minimum 8ft. bin. In some houses 
the rafters were treated and left exposed. Ceiling linings showed 
the same variety as wall materials. 
Before 1959 timber was undoubtedly the most widely used outer 
sheeting. (Tables I ana II). In this period there was a noticeable 
increase in the use of brick. As the following table shows, while 
timber still held its lead other materials were gaining in popularity, 
especially in the last two or three years. 
TABLE! VII Material of Outer Walls - 1947/48 to 19o4/65 
Year Timber Brick Fibro Concrete Other 
1947/48 
1948/49 
1949/50 
1950/51 X 
1951/52 X 
1952/53 X 
1955/54 
1954/55 
1955/5b 
1956/57 
1957/58 
1958/59 
1959/60 
1960/61 
1961/62 
1962/65 
1963/64 
1964/05 
5754 
5186 
4318 
5876 
47b1 
5055 
5565 
5157 
2547 
4140 
5214 
5274 
3591 
5115 
5569 
2984 
2953 
2612 
704 
488 
452 
46I 
252 
167 
574 
149 
183 
218 
194 
202 
275 
586 
650 
785 
1219 
1476 
-
532 
578 
-
.•* 
-
170 
555 
594 
598 
487 
477 
468 
400 
327 
157 
153 
110 
261 
355 
585 
481 
428 
193 
199 
190 
159 
578 
220 
291 
206 
174 
528 
250 
247 
5b9 
X Timber includes timber frame houses sheeted with fibro 
(Source - 'Brisbane S ta t i s t i c s ' - various years) 
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Fibro cement has taken on a wide va r ie ty of shapes and t ex tu res . 
Table VII shows 1948/49 as the year with the h i ^ e s t number of f ibro 
houses. The majority of these wotild be a u s t e r i t y houses with the f l a t 
f ibro sheet for ex t e r io r wa l l s . (Fig . 55) I t i s inxeres t ing to note 
tha t in 1948 the same s ty l e Housing Commission house was £200 (JS4OO) 
and more cheaper b t i i l t with a timber frame sheeted with fibro than 
with a weatherboard e x t e r i o r . 
The concrete masonry block was mainly used in conjunction * i t h 
o ther mater ia l s o r for ornamentation; but as Table VII shows the 
number of houses b u i l t with these blocks was increas ing . The 
e x t e r i o r weatherboard continued to decrease i n width during t h i s 
time and from 1945 weat^frem the 5 inch to ^ inch face weatherboard 
to the ^ inch to 5 inch face cnampherboard. 
The tank was disappearing in t h i s period and under Council 
regulat ions the only people allowed to put in a new tank were e i t h e r 
those who already had a tank ana were renewing i t , or those who were 
biiilding in areas iftiere no town water supply was connected. The 
laundry was in a va r i e ty of pos i t i ons . Sometimes i t was under the 
house or a t the back of the house; but the increasing use of the 
washing machine made poss ib le i t s incorporation in the general layout 
of the house. 
The pos i t ion of the san i t a iy conveniences was s t i l l governed 
by irtiether the area was severed or no t . 'ihere were by t h i s tim« 
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three possible forme - the water closet, the septic tank, or the 
earth closet. ^Axly in the period septic tanks were allowed only 
with Council permission and in selected areas, but during the perioa 
two important cnanges were made in the by-laws. In 1956 provision 
was made for the use of three types of septic tank installation and 
the number oi approvals jumped from 775 in 1955/56 to 2066 in 1956/57. 
^Table Vlil). In January I96I a new ordinance made it compulsory 
for new buildings in iinsewered areas to apply for a septic tank 
installation and numbers seared again. In the six months from 
January to June I96I 2685 septic tank installations were approved. 
Table Till illustrates the rapid increase in septic tank approvals 
after 1956. 
'lABLB VIII SfiPtic Tank Approvals 1940 to 1966 
Year Ho. of 
Approvals 
1940 
1941 
1942 
1943 
1944 
1945 
194b 
1947^  
1948 
1949 
1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 
41 
221 
151 
41 
b7 
95 
328 
487 
664 
56b 
501 
463 
573 
647 
ear 
1954 
1955 
1956 
1957 
1958 
1959 
I960 
19b1 
1962 
1965 
f964 
1905 
19b6 
Ho. of 
Approvals 
798 
844 
773 
2066 
2591 
5281 
4521 
5679 
5706 
5121 
4812 
4153 
5573 
(Source - 'Anniial Eeport ©f the Brisbane City Council ' - various years) 
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With these two changes night soil services aiopped considerably. In 
1956/57 the average at Luggage Point was 56 trucks per day and by 
19b1/b2 this figure had dropped t© 35. By I956/66 it was down to 
7 trucks a day CI5), a result which comes from the combination of 
increased sewerage reticulation ana the changes in septic tank by-laws. 
The foliowiag table shows sewerage connections from I94O to I966 and 
when compared with Table III provides an overall picture of the 
progress made in sewerage reticulation. 
TABLE IJL Sewerage Qennections in relation to Total Dwellings 
1940 to 1966 
Year Total Sewerage 
Gozmeetions 
Total 
Dwellings 
1940 
1941 
1942 
1943 
1944 
1945 
1940 
1947 
1948 
1949 
1950 
1951 
1952 
1955 
1954 
1955 
1956 
1957 
1958 
1959 
I960 
190I 
1962 
19a3 
1964 
1965 
1906 
48778 
51157 
53538 
39951 
40320 
4O83O 
4I38I 
42244 
43485 
44901 
40330 
47308 
49568 
50655 
51832 
5042b 
55054 
54257 
55846 
58616 
589J42 
627/81 
67407 
73171 
79152 
84390 
90940 
63304 
85146 
66316 
86306 
86512 
87297 
90582 
95315. 
99910 
104479 
110028 
116865 
122514 
127741 
131893 
136500 
159085 
144225 
140420 
150664 
155202 
159743 
164554 
168710 
175282 
177849 
181843 
(Source - 'Annual Eeport of the Brisbane City Council ' - various years) 
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However, the earth closet in the back yard was still a feature in 
many Brisbane suburbs and at least one aspect of its general positioning 
is worthy of comtueni;. The nineteenth eentuiy sought wherever possible 
to conceal the building against a shed or a fence, the Inter-War 
period had the free-standing building but with a random placement 
pattern. It remained for the post-1945 period to bring in the 
regimented placement which became such an eyesore. With the mass 
building programmes which housing estates brought in, rows and rows 
01 houses were built, all mucn alike ana ail with their earth closets 
in a neat line like a platoon of soldiers. With the indiscriminate 
clearing away of all trees before any builaing started this type of 
development was prominent on the landscape and exceedingly ugly. (Fig.54) 
The later agreements between The Housing Commission and the City 
Council, and the War Service Homes Commission and the City Couneil 
for private sewerage sch^ies on housing estates such as Inala, Grovely, 
Zillmere, and Bulimba have limited the former type of development 
t® tbe earliest ®f the housing estates. However there are still 
enough of them in existence to illustrate the effect of sueh poor 
planning on tne townseape. 
In almost all areas where there is sewerage or where septic tanks 
are in use the water closet like the laundry was part of the general 
floor layout of tiie house. Where the water closet is so incorporated 
within the house plan it must have a minimum siae of 5ft. x 5ft. and 
have at least one outside wall, or failing that ventilation fromi 
n g . ' 5 5 , hfol^l=^er%l:>x. 
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outside thiou^ a roof sl^light. 
Windows were generally casement (Eig. 26) or hopper type (Fig* 55) 
on Whitco fastenings, with the aliaainium frame winaow giving btiyers 
a further choice. The horizontally divided window (Pig. 56) popular 
in the early post-1945 period gave way later to that with the unbroken 
pane 01 clear glass. The trend away from fancy glass and leadlight 
which began in houses like type B 12 continued. Early in the period 
most houses had comer windows in at least one or two rooms. Clear 
glass became esi,ablished as the glazing material but the actual 
design of the winaow remained the choice 01 the individual owner. 
Houses were set further back on the allotment than in earlier 
periods and the allotments were more consistently 24 perches or more 
unless the post war house was being built on a subdivision or a larger 
block in a built up area, or was replacing an older house on the block. 
Fences were 'K* wire all round, witn variations if any in the front 
fence. There were isolated examples where the front fence had been 
dispensed with, and although this trend is spreading it is still by no 
means widely distributed. 
Other features which disappeared in the austerity years began to 
return from the fifties on. It was not likely tnat the chimney 
would return in its ola role of stove recess; but many Brisbane houses 
now had a fireplace in the living room. The face brick chimney 
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began to reappear on many houses. Whether the fireplace housed an 
open fire or an electric radiator was for the owner to decide. The 
verandah did not retuxn in its earlier form but there was an awareness 
of the need in this type of climate for some such open, outdoon 
living area. Expression was given to this idea in the great variety 
of patios, terraces, balconies, decks, and courtyards which became 
part of modem hotising. On these patios and balconies and on the 
stairs wooden railings were replaced by wrotight iron in a variety 
of designs. 
The appeal to those who could afford a more expensive house 
was made in a number of ways. Portions of the former rural fringe 
in suburbs like Kenmore, Brookfield, and Sunnybank were offered as 
2^ acre prestige home sites. Special attention is drawn to this 
type of development in 'Brisbane Statistics* in 1944 a^ id later. 
The growing variety of building materials and experimentation in 
styles gave a wide choice to tnis group of home buyers. More 
attention was being given to aspect, to properties of site, to 
suitability to climate of the area, and to the functional qualities 
of the house in all its parts. As a result, particixlarly in the 
higher value individually designed houses, much more diversity of 
style became evident. 
Statistics are more readily available for this period. A 
comparison of the following table with Tables I, II, and VII wilL 
show that althou^ timber is still _ dominant there has been a 
considerable increase in the use of other materialsT. 
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jaAbLE X. Material of Outer Walls 1947 to 1961 
Year 
194^ 
1954 
19b1 
Briek 
4570 
7662 
7909 
Stone 
104 
104 
54 
Concrete 
Y(2 
2018 
5128 
Wood 
84475 
108782 
115709 
Mbro 
bl60 
12181 
14689 
Other Total 
2245 98I24 
664 151411 
4O6 141895 
(Source - '(Queensland Census* - various years) 
Mgures such as these do not show the wide var ie ty of mater ia ls 
wnicn were being xised witn eacn of these mam ones to give many of 
the houses a much d i f i e r en t appearanee from the a l l br ick or a l l wood 
ex t e r io r . Like the gables of period B t h i s type of thing can get out 
of hand unless done with some r e s t r a i n t and some consideration for 
the t o t a l e f fec t . However lihere sk i l fu l and discriminating use has 
been made of a l l the new mater ia ls and techniques avai lable pleasing 
resxilts have been achieved. 
In I96I The Housing Commission gave the following descr ipt ion of 
i t s ' s tandard house' - 'Bu i l t of timber on concrete stumps, having a 
t i l e d roof, a t o t a l f loor area of 1275 sq. f t . with four main rooms, 
and a ki tchen, bathroom, launary ana s leep out verandah. Water and 
e l e c t r i c l i g h t se rv ices , ba th , tank, gas stove, hea te r , and copper, 
and drainage included but no fencing. ' (16) In 1947 th i s same 
' s tandard house ' was described as follows*- 'Bu i l t of timber, having 
a galvanized i ron roof, a t o t a l f loor area of 1200 sq. f t . with four 
main rooms, k i tchen, bathroom, and front and side verandah, water and 
16. (Queensland Year Book - 1961 
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electric light services, a bath, a tank, are included, but cost of 
fencing, gas or electric stove and drainage are excluded.' (17) 
Between I92O and 1961 the cost of the 'standard house' varied as follows*' 
T^^ XL Cost of ' Standard House' 1920 to 1961 
Year Cost of House Cost per 100 sq. ft. 
108 
70 
154 
484 
1920/21 1290 
1951/32 834 
1945/4D 1768 
I96O/6I 6164 
(Source - 'Queensland IifearuBdok' - various years) 
The following table will show the changes in the average floor 
area for the three main types of building materials, and the changes 
in the average cost per 100 sq. ft. for each during Period Q. 
TABLK XII. Cost of Dwellings and Size of Dwellings 19A6 to 19b6 
Yfiaar Average Floor Area 
Brick Timber Fibro 
s q . f t . s q . f t . s q . f t . 
Average Cost per 100 s q . f t . 
Brick Timber Fibro 
1946 
1947 
1948 
1949 
1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 
1955 
1956 
1957 
1958 
1959 
1960 
1961 
1962 
1963 
1964 
1965 
1966 
1115 
1150 
1125 
1185 
1178 
1163 
1190 
1322 
1592 
1322 
1546 
1525 
1595 
I4I4 
I4b2 
1459 
1587 
1640 
I047 
I7O8 
1672 
1029 
1026 
1019 
1024 
1012 
1023 
990 
997 
1042 
1050 
1083 
1095 
1098 
1152 
1140 
115b 
1191 
1210 
I24I 
1248 
1204 
890 
967 
961 
980 
97b 
958 
889 
872 
892 
9O8 
922 
940 
953 
^80 
9/4 
1009 
1024 
1065 
1125 
1093 
1110 
210 
238 
272 
518 
550 
592 
426 
448 
474 
510 
516 
558 
560 
576 
598 
619 
560 
566 
580 
595 
620 
I46 
172 
200 
232 
268 
320 
350 
574 
594 
452 
452 
476 
492 
496 
526 
556 
554 
540 
556 
568 
612 
140 
168 
188 
220 
240 
294 
514 
530 
358 
588 
404 
414 
422 
424 
446 
464 
474 
488 
512 
545 
573 
(Source -
17, ' ^ e e n s l a n d Year Book' 1947 
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The s ize of houses, with one or two exceptions, shows a gradual 
rise i n a l l types and the costs for the most par t follow t h i s pa t t e rn . 
Two r a t h e r i n t e r e s t i n g anomalies should be noted. In the years when 
timber and f ibro houses declined in s ize t h e i r costs continued to 
rise, and do rise s t ead i ly throughout the period. Brick houses on 
the o ther hand, have s tead i ly increased in s ize over the same period; 
but cost per square reached i t s peak in 19b1, dropped s l i gh t l y a f t e r 
t ha t , and has begun to rise again in the l a s t three years . 
From 1945 on the problem of c lass i fy ing types of houses becomes 
more complex. Among a grea t va r i e ty of s ty l e s only five seem to be 
d i s t r ibu ted on a wide enough scale to be c l a s s i f i ed as types. Two 
types predominate and have done so since 1945, but i t i s not the sor t 
of dominance iriaich type B 5, for example, showed. As r e s t r i c t i o n s 
eased fea tures were added; but from the f o r t i e s on bas ica l ly the same 
types have been b u i l t . The other th ree , while s igni f icant enou^ to 
be picked out as types, are not widely d i s t r ibu ted . However the 
d ive r s i ty of s t y l e previously mentioned r e s t r i c t s the number which 
may be c l a s s i f i e d as types . 
(b) Type C 15 Box shape, hip roof« with continuous eaves 
This house (Fig.57) featured some va r i e ty o r other of the hip 
roof with continuous eaves construct ion, and the eaves were boxed with 
f l a t f ibro cement. The e a r l i e s t of these , immediately a f t e r World 
War I I , was a house which was a simple box shape (Fig.52) with as few 
breaks as poss ib le in the wall or the roof l i n e . . I t s outer walls 
were 4 inch weatherboard, or fibro and weatherboard, or f ibro sheeting 
(P ig . 53) ' However as the aus t e r i t y days passed and r e s t r i c t i o n s 
WJC w F i g - 5 9 . <^c.^ -«-i^ 'N-<-kv."t ck<o v,\/ 
fr^mms?^^. l ^ s T ' S p ^ ^ ^ 
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eased the shape of the house changed s l ight tyo A few were l i k e Type B 12, 
but many o ther va r i a t ions appeared with the low pitched hip roof and 
the conuinuous eaves. (F igs . 57 ana 58), and t h i s type i s being b u i l t 
as p r o l i f i e a l i y to-day as i t was in the f o r t i e s and f i f t i e s . The three 
houses featured in Figures 57 and 56 were b u i l t in 1947, 1950/51, and 
1960 respec t ive ly . I f there i s a divis ion now i t i s tha t the timber 
house most often has outer walls of 2 inch to 3 inch champherboard. 
Fibro cement rivalled galvanized iron as roofing mater ial i n 
the post-1945 period and more houses had t i l e d roofs - e i t he r t e r r a 
co t t a o r concrete . The lower p i tch of the roof allowed the lower 
8 f t .6 i n . to 9 f t . c e i l i n g s . Linings were of hardboard o r f ib ro . 
Winoows were c l ea r g lass and a t l e a s t two ana often a l l three types -
sash (F ig . 8 ) , casement (F ig . 26) , and hopper (F ig . 55) - might be 
found i n the one house. Casements might be e i t h e r the design in 
Figure 56 or t na t i n Figure 59. The unbroken pane 01 c l ea r g lass 
i s probably l a t e r ; but since winaows are eas i ly changed or added t h i s 
i s not always a r e l i a b l e guide. 
Stamps were concarete and wnere the house was low enough a brick 
base was common. High houses general ly had garages underneath; but 
with low s e t houses the carpor t , e i t h e r separate or at tached, was 
more prevalent tnan the garage. In the i l l u s t r a t i o n in Figure 58 
the f ront yard was excavated to take tne garage under the house and 
ye t I t s back stumps were I5 feet to 20 fee t high. Tanks occurred only 
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"Where there was no town water supply. In the low set house 
laundries were either incorporated in the general floor plan, or 
at the back. Where the house was high enou^ they still went underneath. 
Floor plans tended to vary slightly with the design or the aspect but 
Figure 60 shows two of these. The rigid bedrooms and living room 
at the front, kitchen at the back had become much more flexible. 
The standard allotment was 24 perches ana most houses were on 
allotments this size or larger. Since great numbers were in Housing 
Comiiiission estates blocjc sizes were fairly regular unless the 
topography of the area dictated otherwise. These estates, plus those 
opened up by private developers are found six, seven, and more miles 
out in suburbs like Oxley, Mt. Gravatt, Geebung, Zillmere, Chermside, 
Bverton Park, Acacia lidge, Grovely, Oxford Park, Arana Hills, and 
Inala. 
(c) Type C 14 Modem low pitched gable end roof 
The secona of the types in this period is that which features 
the gable end roof. (Pig. 61) The house was placed on the land 
either gafcle end to the road or long side to the road depending on 
the size of the block of land or more precisely tb.e length of its 
frontage. Kiis modem gable end was a variation of the roof on 
type A 1 but with a much lower pitch and covering a much larger house. 
In some houses the roof was extended down over one side to form a 
carport. As with 'Sype C I5 the roofing material might be fibro. 
D. 
K B e J L . 
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galvanized iron, or tiles. Tiles were more expensive. Outer walls 
and interior linings were like those of type C I5. It was in the 
roof shape and the floor plan arrangement (Fig. 62) tnat variation 
occurred. The arrangement of rooms followed the long rectangular 
shape of the house. DistriDution was in the same areas as type C I5. 
(d) Type C 15 Single room width house of varied shape 
This type (Fig. b5) has been separated not because of variation 
in roof shape or in the materials used; but because of the adherence 
to one room width for light and ventilation in as much of the house 
as was possible. To achieve this,houses were built in a wide variety 
of shapes which have been designated by those letters of the alphabet 
•tiiey are said to resemble, for example L,T,H,U. Most of these houses 
were low set on a brick base. The floor plans (Fig. 64) are for a 
•T' shape and an 'H' shape. 
(e) Type G 16 The Ranch Type 
This house (Fig. 65) is what became known as the 'ranch' tyi>e. 
It was best represented in those suburbs where the 2t acre block was 
tne usiial allotment. They were most often on the urban-rural fringe. 
Perhaps this should be qualified by saying that early in the period 
this was so, but many of these areas are now being built up and there 
are fewer 2t acre blocks •unless the owners move further out still. 
T'he house was low set, long, and rectangular in shape, often with a 
gable end roof and a terrace or verandah running right along the front 
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of the house. Garages and carports were generally joined by a 
breezeway or attached to the house at one end. Roofing was usually 
tiles and the house was often built: in brick aithougji this was by 
no means universal. It was usually set well back in its 2g- acres 
and fences might or mi^t not be present. There are smaller houses 
on the same lines being built on 24 perches blocks in some suburbs 
and called 'ranch* type houses; but these are more accurately a 
variation of type C 14^the name being an attempt to capitalize on 
a type name which had a certain prestige» 
(f) Type G 17 Large Brick with Hip Roof or Gable End Roof 
This last ty^pe has appeared in numbers in the last few years, 
and in that time seems to have achieved the density to be classified 
as a specific type. The house (Fig. 66) is distinguished from its 
contemporaries not by shape yfeich is basically the same as Types C I5 
and C 14; but by the size of the house and the building materials used. 
It is always in brick and has a tiled roof which may be either hip or 
gable end with the continuous eaves construction. The eaves are 
boxed with flat fibro. Most often the house is high set and the 
underneath portion is bricked in and cement floored to form the double 
garage which is the latest trend and a rumpus or family room. 
Stair rails are wrought iron, as are the rails on patios and 
balconies. Screens of concrete masonry blocks are used to give 
privacy and decoration to some areas. Fences are brick in front 
8 0 
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arid side and back fences are »K' wire. These houses are being built 
in estates by real estate developers on small blocks of land. The 
result is a group of large houses close together aii in the high value 
range. These estates tend to be smaller than some of the others iriiich 
have been opened up. T h ^ are found in suburbs like Mt. Gravatt, 
Holland Park, Indooroopilly, Sunnybank, and Aspley. 
(g) Comment on very recent trends 
Before tnis discussion ox actual house types is closed one very 
new development seems worth mentioning. The word 'Colonial' is 
beginning to appear in advertising again, and houses are being buil\. 
whicn are referred to as 'the colonial type*. A reference to the 
history of Australian architecture or to pictures of early homes shows 
that this is not a re-appearance oi the 'colonial' house; but a house 
which has in ios exterior tarimming some features which were part oi 
houses in the early periods. Built on ground level, it has a small 
open from verandah, and large sash type windows multi-paned in the 
Georgian tradition. (Figs. 67 and 68). Some also have a small cupola 
or a weather vane. Figure 67/ snows ^ uite well the sort of facade 
tnat appears on what is now being called 'the colonial house'. If 
Queensland ever- did have 'a colonial period' such as the historians 
talk of in the southern states it is shown in the types called A 2 in 
this classification which do not closely resemble this newcomer. 
Whether it will be taken up in any numbers or whether it will, like 
the eariier pseudo styles of period B, be limited in distribution has 
yet to be seen. For this classification it belongs best in the group 
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in Type C I4. The houses in Figures 67 and 68- are new and are being 
offered for sale \mder the title of 'a colonial style' house. They 
are found in the same areas and often in the same estates as the 
Type C 17 houses. 
The designation of only five types in the period after 1945 siay 
seem meagre m comparison with earlier periods. However surv^ seems 
to show that,despite the fairly wide distribution oi Types C 15 and C I4 
in all their variations, this is not primarily a period of stabilised 
type. Experimentation is much more prevalent than in preceding times 
and whether a type evolves which will be popular, widespread, and form 
the basis of future types remains to be seen* 
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CHAPTER Y 
General Trends and Some Observations of Residential Pat terns 
(a) The evolut ion of house s ty les 
With the chronological c l a s s i f i ca t ion established cer ta in defini te 
l i n e s of development i n the evolution of house types emerge. Over the 
whole time under consideration, the 1850's to the present, two major 
l i n e s of development seem to dominate, and other s ty les can be f i t t ed 
in as modifications of or deviations from these . The World Wars 
e f fec t ive ly created three d i s t i n c t time periods; but evolutionary 
pa t t e rns may, and in a t l e a s t one instance do, extend across period 
boimdaries. 
Through a period from around the 1870's to the l a t e 1950's i t i s 
possible to t race the evolution of one house type from another. Types 
A.1 (F igs . 10 and 11) and A.2 (F igs . 14 and 15) did not provide the 
rea l bas i s of the evolving s t y l e . Up to the 1950's the Brisbane house 
s ty l e evolved from Type A.5 (Figs . 19 and 20), through Type A.4 (Fig.25) , 
B.5 (F ig . 50) , B.7 ( H g . 5 4 ) , to Type B.8 (Fig. 58) . The small hip 
roof house with i t s front verandah and central h a l l (Type A.5) 
provided the popular mid-value house from the 1880's on. In the early 
1900's Type A.4 with the single gable front evolved from i t , and these 
two spanned the war years from 1914 to 1918/19 • 
In the 1920's the bungalow type B.6 (Pig . 55) made a b r ie f 
appearance. However, the broken roof l i ne and the gable which len t 
i t s e l f so read i ly to ornamentation had caught the public fancy, and 
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type B.6 never became rea l ly popular. I t was Type B.5 (Pig. 50), 
r e t a in ing the s ingle gable front of the Type A.4 house and adding 
more gables , and more ornamentation of those gables, which dominated 
the ear ly I920»s. From t h i s time through to the 1950»s high se t 
houses with gable roofs reigned supreme. At i t s simplest the house 
had two gables . At i t s most ornate i t had as many as i t could carry, 
and sometimes more than i t co\ild c a n y comfortably and s t i l l re ta in 
some rea l t a s t e and d ign i ty . 
The lobby window was shori l ived, surviving through two or three 
types and then disappearing. The br ick chimney/stove recess (Pigs . 6, 
22, and 28) went through i t s own evolutionajy pa t te rn as the house 
type evolved. While the wood stove was in common use i t was housed 
successively in the br ick chimney, the galvanized iron stove recess, 
and f ina l ly the wooden stove recess . With the wider acceptance of the 
gas stove for domestic cooking, and the introduction of the e l e c t r i c 
stove in the ear ly 1950's, the stove recess with i t s small flue was 
no longer necessary. The stove could now stand in the main kitchen 
area . In t h i s climate the window shade could evolve but not disappear 
u n t i l roof p i t ch dropped, and eaves became wider so that these 
protected the windows. By the early 1950's the s t r a igh t window shade 
had evolved, (F ig . 29), and by the l a t e : t h i r t i e s i t was a thing of the 
p a s t . Outer sheeting varied from ehampherboard to weatherboard, and 
the board i t s e l f gradually became narrower throughout the evolution 
of the house. Windows changed from sash type with c lear glass (Pig.8) 
to various types of casement windows. Clear g lass l o s t favour early 
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in the 1920's, and from then on, whatever the style of casement window 
used, it was glazed with some type of fancy glass. The most popular 
style is shown in Figure 26. The verandah, which is almost a necessity 
in Brisbane's climate, tended to decrease in size throughout the 
period, and to be boarded to sill height instead of having open 
banisters. 
Inside the house the pantry had a short reign. Part of the large 
Type A.2 villa, it disappeared from Type A.5, was rare in Type A.4; 
but was there again in Types B.5, and B.7. By Type B.8 it had gone 
from the floor plan. The bathroom, on the other hand, sometimes 
occurred on a back verandah in Type A.2; but was not part of the type A.5 
floor plan, and did not become common in the floor plan till Type B.5, 
and then it remained. Ceiling heists and linings also followed a 
pattern. Ceilings were gradxially lowered, and the unlined ceiling 
was followed by linings of V.J. boards, plaster, fibro cement, and 
hardboards. 
For a very short period in the late 1950's a number of house 
styles flourished which borrowed, or professed to borrow, from 
overseas types. These houses tended to be pseudo styles for this 
country, and the Second World War cut short their expansion. The 
period up to the late thirites was a time in which money went into 
ornamentation - costly roofs with many breaks and many gables, bay 
windows with simulated shingles and leadlight windows, stucco pillars 
trimmed with glazed tiles. 
One of the most interesting features of the period was the scorn 
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which most home bui lders f e l t for the ' spec ' b u i l t house. Where a 
bu i lder bought land and erected a row of s imi lar houses on i t , they 
were always suspect . Yet these were the people who were buying land 
in the same suburbs, three to four miles and more out, and having 
b u i l t on i t homes which were r ea l l y the same as those of t h e i r next 
door neighbours. The wide acceptance of these types from A.4 to 
B.8 was an i n t e r e s t i n g phenomenon in i t s e l f . Certainly the ava i l ab i l i ty 
of government housing loans cut down the value gap, and made i t 
e a s i e r for the average man to buy h i s own home. The home he chose 
was t ha t which most of h i s peers were building, and t h i s resulted in 
large areas dominated by houses l i ke Type B.5 (Fig.50) and Types B.7 
(F ig .54) , and B.8 (F ig . 58) . 
The period since 1945 i s not one in which we can t race the 
evolution of a house type. World War I I seems to have made a more 
d i s t i n c t break i n bui lding s ty l e s than World War I , and in th i s period 
the emphasis has been on one or two basic types which have formed the 
popular core throughout the period, while act ive and important 
experimentation went on around them to a degree not seen before. 
Minor v a r i a t i o n s , espec ia l ly i n f loor plan, ornamentation and 
mater ia l s occur in a l l l eve l s of bui lding; but the two types - the 
hip roof Type C.I5 (^^ig. 57)» and the modem gable end roof Type C.I4 
(Fig . 61) form the base s ty l e s of the period. Prom I945 to I952 
a u s t e r i t y regula t ions ensured tha t absolute s implici ty was the 
keynote for post-1945. All pa r t s had to be functional . Even though 
bui ld ing r e s t r i c t i o n s were l i f t e d in 1952, increased building costs 
and shortages of mate r ia l s meant tha t much of 1iiis s implici ty remained. 
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The cost per 100 square feet of a Housing Commission 'standard house' 
showed the following fluctuations. 
TABLE XIII Approximate Cost per square of the 'standard' house 
Year Cost 
T~ 
1920/21 108 
1951/52 70 
1946/47 146 
1955/54 408 
I96O/6I 474 
1964/65 541 
(Sourcel - The Queensland Year Book - various years) 
The expearimentation with s ty les and with mater ia ls occurs most 
often in those houses individual ly designed by a rch i t ec t s for c l i en t s 
who give them scope for t h i s type of thing, and the value of these 
houses i s usual ly h i ^ e r . For t h i s to happen a t l e a s t some sections 
of the commTinity have developed a pemiss iveness which does not appear 
to have been present e a r l i e r . 
This change has allowed a rch i t ec t s and bui lders more scope to 
consider the function of the house in r e l a t ion to the family which 
wi l l l i v e in i t , and the re la t ionsh ip between the house and the local 
topography and c l imate . F l e x i b i l i t y of f loor plan, which i s a feature 
of the period, r e f l e c t s t h i s . Even in the most basic designs modem 
technology has put new bui lding techniques and an almost bewildering 
array of bui ld ing mater ia l s a t the disposal of the bu i lder . Pew 
houses follow the e a r l i e r pa t t e rn of being a l l timber or a l l br ick, 
espec ia l ly since the a u s t e r i t y regulat ions were l i f t e d in 1952. Timber, 
br ick , concrete blocks, f ibro cement, hardboards, and aluminium a l l 
mingle i n the modem house. 
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Some of the features of the houses built since 1945 seem to 
present interesting responses to social and technological change. 
The height of the house is now flexible. Up to I959 so few houses 
were low set they attracted attention. Since 1945 houses are all 
heights from the concrete slab on ^ he ground to the house on high 
stumps. While the high house may resemble the earlier one in elevation, 
the resemblance ends there. Stumps are concrete and are not usually 
visible. Often the brick veneer or timber of the outer wall is 
carried to grotmd level, or the timber house is on a brick base and 
there is no vertical battening. The 'under the house area' no longer 
has its old form. The car is now a commonplace, and so a garage under 
the house, preferably the double garage for the two car family, is 
indispensible. Modem technology has developed the washing machine 
so the laundiy can be incorporated in the floor plan, and need not go 
under the house. Tanks are a thing of the past. The area ranaining 
after provision has been made for a double garage is often designed 
as a room and given the title 'family room' or 'rumpus room' - no more 
haphazard and indiscriminate use of \inder the house. 
Roofs show much wider variations in shape although the hip and 
the gable end dominate. However, the pitch is lower, so ceilings 
are lower, dead space between the tops of windows and the ceilings 
in gone, and eaves are wide and usvially surfeited. Thfe galvanized 
iron roof has been challenged strongly by fibro cement, and tiles -
both terra cotta and concrete. In some houses aluminium roofing has 
been used. The dominance of galvanized iron, from when it became 
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avai lable i n the mid nineteenth century to the 1940's, hasbbeen biroken. 
Marsden in an a r t i c l e in 'The Austral ian Geographer' of September 
1966 gives an analysis of building mater ia ls i n Brisbane from I86I 
to 1961. (18) In 1947 approximately 6^ of Brisbane houses had t i l e 
roofs , and in I966 52^ of the houses b u i l t i n tha t year had t i l e roofs^ 
The concrete t i l e which became readi ly avai lable in the 1 9 5 0 ' E probably 
contributed to t h i s . 
TABLE XIY Roof Mater ia ls - approximate percentage d i s t r ibu t ion - Brisbane. 
Year 1221 1947 1266 I967 
io io io i 
Galvanized I ron 96 85 I9 16 
T i l e s 1 6 52 56 
Fibro Cement - 7 25 25 
Other 5 2 6 5 
(Sources Census Bul le t ins - various years . Marsden - 'A Century of 
Building Mater ia ls i n Queensland and Brisbane I86 I - I96 I ' . ) 
The timber house has not given up i t s supremacy quite so readi ly . 
Table X shows tha t the proportion of houses in br ick and in concrete 
blocks i s increasing, but they are s t i l l fa r from overtaking the 
timber house. Marsden examines the changing proportions in outer wall 
sheetings i n Brisbane, showing the pa t t e rn of increase and decrease 
since 1945* (19) 
Pan t r i e s went out i n the 1950's, but the recent trend for large 
s to re cupboards, and espec ia l ly the 'walk©in' cupboard, could indicate 
a re tu rn of the idea in modem dress . This same sor t of trend i s 
c l ea r i n the wide va r i e ty of pa t i o s , decks, t e r r aces , courtyards, and 
outdoor l i v ing areas which have now taken over some of the functions 
1®. MARSDEN, B.S. 'A Century of Building Mater ials in Queensland and 
Brisbane, 1861-1961' - Austn. Geographer, 
Vol. X No. 2, Sept. I966 
19. MARSDEN, B.S. op. c i t . footnote 18 
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of the verandah in the earlier houses. 
The most recent trends, especially in the Housing Estates or 
developnents, seem to stiggest a return to two earlier features -
pseudo styling and non-functional ornamentation. The so-called 
•colonial' house (Pigs. 67 and 68) is an example of this. A 
comparison with the 'colonial' house of early Australia shows what 
is being done. A small open verandah with pillars, and a multi-paned 
Georgian type window on a modem gable end roof are the common 
features of what is now being called a 'colonial' house. The return 
to ornamentation comes through also in this style - the weather vane, 
the cupola, the lamps. So far this sort of thing is occurring 
only in small numbers. Whether housing in Brisbane is going to 
have another period characterized by 'borrowed' style features 
and ornamentation only the future can tell. 
(b) Some observations of the relationship of house types to residential 
distribution patterns. 
The distribution of the types of houses classified and considered 
constitutes a dominant portion of the urban morphology of Brisbane. 
A Transportation Study (20) made in I96O gives theffollowij^ summaiy 
of land use in the 575 sq. mile area of Greater Brisbane. 
20. SMITH, Wilbur & - 'Brisbane Transportation Study - Summary 
associates Report'. I965 
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TABLE XV Land Use in Brisbane - I960 
Land Use Acres Per Cent 
Residential 3447O ^5 
Commercial «)500 1 
Industrial 5254 
Special Use 16792 7 
Open Space -11692 5 
Non-urban 152962 65 
Vacant 12570 i 
Total 255540 100 
(Sources - 'Brisbane Transportation Study - Summaiy Report' - Wilbur 
Smith and associates) 
Within this 1551^  shown as residential, sites must vary widely; 
and distribution pattems for the classified houses might be random 
or they might reveal a special relationship between type and site. 
The study of residential distribution should provide significant 
information on pattems of urban growth and development in Brisbane. 
With seventeen house types decided on a further step may be 
taken. If each house is considered to have characteristics of 
location, site, and situation, these qualities might be defined as 
follows* Location is taken to indicate the street and suburb in 
which any hoaise is built. Site is concerned with the ^ qualities bf 
the actual building block, and situation takes accoiint of amenities 
like transpori routes, shopping facilities, water, gas, and 
electricity as they apply to the location in question in relation 
to other suburbs, and to the city as a whole. 
Locations, physically, remain what they are - certain streets 
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i n ce r t a in suburbs; but for the home btiyer these subvirbs have another 
important qua l i ty - s t a t u s among the general hierarchy of Brisbane 
suburbs. For many people a ' d e s i r ab l e ' address i s worth paying more 
money fo r . Status among Brisbane's suburbs i s a very f luid qtial i ty. 
One year Kenmore leads , another year i t i s Aspley; but some suburbs 
l i ke Ascot, Clayfield, and S t . Lucia have retained t h e i r pres t ige 
over longer pe r iods . In other suburbs remaining examples of Type A.2 
v i l l a s ind ica te ear ly pres t ige areas which have been affected lay 
change. Factors l i k e crowding of houses on smaller l o t s , encroachment 
of indust ry , and increases in the numbers of mult iple dwellings 
contr ibute to a chsuage of s t a tus for an area . Highgate Hi l l i s an 
example of t h i s type of change. The A.2 v i l l a s which remain to a t t e s t 
i t s ear ly p res t ige are now converied to f l a t s or boarding houses. 
Most p res t ige suburbs are on the norih side of the river, most are 
of higji e levat ion, and many incorporate river bank s i t e s or views. 
People who can afford the pr ice of land in these suburbs can also 
afford to bui ld more valTiable houses on t h e i r blocks. While a locat ion 
may o r may not have p re s t i ge , i t i s iiie f l e x i b i l i t y of s i tua t ion 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s which exer t s the major control on the s ta tus of a i^ 
given loca t ion in the c i t y . 
S i t e encompasses such fac tors as degree of slope, d i rec t ion of 
s lope, e levat ion , roughness of t e r r a i n , qual i ty of underlying bedrock, 
and drainage condit ions which are va l id for any time. Aspect could 
be a qua l i ty e i t h e r of s i t e or of s i t u a t i o n . However, as some a t 
l e a s t of the s i t e q u a l i t i e s mentioned could control the aspect of the 
95 
house; and as a site itself may have a desirable aspect in relation 
to the river, the mountains, the coast, the p^ revdilipg breezes, or 
the road pattems, aspect is most properly part of the site 
characteristics. 
Erosion of the Tertiary peneplain gave Brisbane a site in which 
a pattern of ridges and divides cut ty the river forms the dominant 
element of the topography. Between these divides ran a system of 
creeks which drained to the Brisbane River, to the Pine River, and 
to the Bay. In many places the creeks have been channelled into 
concrete pipes, the sites have been filled, and they are in use or 
3^ady to be used for parks, sports' fields, or residential development» 
To the west lies a range of hills, and to the east the coastal lowlands 
and low lying flats of the lower reaches of the river. The desirable 
breezes are the easterlies, especially the North Easterlies in summer. 
The winter westerlies and the strong afternoon sun im summer are 
disadvantages of building sites in Brisbane. The river which divides 
the city has created the special river bank site, and also made 
proneness to flooding a major consideration in assessing a building 
site. 
The qualities of situation are much more vulnerable to economic 
and social changes within the urban complex. What was once a position 
on the fringe of urban development without amenities may become absorbed 
into the urban pattern as the fringe moves farther out. The invention 
of the motor car and modem road making machinery has made previously 
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inaccessible areas available for residential development. The provision 
of public transport f ac i l i t i e s and shopping fac i l i t i e s affects the 
si tuation quali t ies of any residential s i t e . A house on a major 
transport route and a r te r ia l road, or on an inner suburban s i te ms^ be 
faced with demolition to make way for changing pat tems of land use in 
any ar«a. The spread of industry into the inner suburbs changes the 
si tuation qual i t ies of these areas. The location of industries in 
outer suburbs will influence the residential status of the suburb and 
the type of housing development which the a]?ea can a t t r ac t . 
A consideration of these quali t ies prompted the following questions. 
How far are par t icular locations and s i tes within those locations 
peculiar to specific house types? How does the age of a house relate 
to the likelihood of i t s being on a part icular s i te at a particular 
distance from the city? What characteristics of situation seen to 
exert important control on present pat tems, and what evidence i s 
there of si tuation factors which were previously important? How do 
these factors operate in relation to type distributions (a) close 
to the c i ty centre, and (b) in the outer sub\irbs. 
For the purpose of examining some of these relationships the 
city has been divided into three zones* - (1) The Inner Zone up to a 
5 mile radius from the city centre; ( i i ) The Middle Zone with a 5 mile 
to 6 mile radius; and ( i i i ) The Outer Zone beyond the 6 mile l imit . 
Although settlement will push beyond the teiminii of public 
transport routes, the solid f i l l ing in of a suburb comes after public 
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transport, water, and electricity supplies are all established. One 
of the earliest forms of public transport in Brisbane was the tram 
which remained the dominant foim till the 1940's, when diesel buses 
were introduced. Brisbane now has public transport services by tram, 
bus, train, and feriy. It is the extension of tram routes which has 
exerted most influence in the making of the above parameters. By 
World War I all major tram routes were serving the Inner Zone. By 
the 1950's extensions were made to the five mile limit, and the 
Middle Zone was serviced. Since the 1950's there have been few tram 
extensions. Stafford, Mt. Gravatt, and Salisbury are among the most 
recent, the latter being laid in I94I to serve the munitions works at 
Rocklea. Public transport development since the Second World War has 
been in the extended use of bus services which have provided the 
public transport in the Outer Zone, and given additional service in 
the Middle and Inner Zones. 
The six main suburban railway lines were all in operation by the 
end of the nineteenth century, and provision of rail services to new 
areas has not been part of public transport development in Brisbane. 
Those areas served by the railways were able to expand along this 
transport route while other areas awaited the provision of alternative 
forms of public transport. The special effects of this will be 
discussed with each zone. 
Prior to the Second World War few people owned cars, hence the 
spread of residential development was closely tied to the public 
transport system. In the more recently developed Outer Zone the car. 
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which gives people some independence from the public transport system 
and greater mobility, has been partially responsible for the spread 
of settlement well beyond transport terminii. 
(i) The Inner Zone 
Freedom from flooding, exposure to summer breezes, and views 
made h i ^ sites desirable. Sites which had proximity to the city as 
well as these qualities included Wickham Terrace, Gregory Terrace, 
and Petrie Terrace. Althotigh the dcmiinant use along these streets 
is no longer residential there are enough Type A.2 houses (Figs. I4 
and 15) left to indicate that these sites were favoured by high value 
houses in the early settlement. Other places within the limits of 
the Inner Zone with these characteristics inclTode Bartley's Hill, 
Albion; Toorak Hill, Hamilton; Highgate Hill, South Brisbane; Eildon 
Hill, Windsor; and Galloway's Hill, Norman Park. In each of these 
places Type A.2 houses occupy crest or ridge top positions. In the 
innermost suburbs major routes followed these ridges and houses along 
them had the added advantage of closeness to public transport. Some 
of Brisbane's most famous Type A.2 houses such as ' Newstead House' 
and ' Sidney House' occupied river bank sites. 'Oakwal' and 'Beverley 
Wood' had positions on h i ^ slopes. 'Toorak House'was on a high site 
overlooking the river. Of the hotises used to illustrate this Type A.2, 
one (•'^'ig. 14) has a river bank position above the adjacent road level 
and railway line, and the other (Fig. 15) occupies a steeply sloping 
site with uninterrupted views veiy close to the major crest site in 
its suburb. Originally these large houses, as well as having choice 
I 
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high sites, were on large blocks-ofL^and. Toe^ day their original 
blocks have been subdivided and the old house is surrounded by houses 
of later vintage. 
From the higher ridges and divides land slopes away steeply and 
streets and drainage follow these slopes down. In the innermost 
suburbs like Petrie Terrace, Spring Hill, West End, and Red Hill 
Type A.1 cottages still crowd together almost touching one another on 
their small allotments ranging from 9 perches to 17-|- perches. Most 
of these houses are on sloping sites near the top of the slope just 
around the comer from their A.2 contemporaries. Blocks slope 
sideways and natural drainage is throu^ the blocks down to the 
bottom of the slope to join the creeks which eventually joined the 
Brisbane River. Nowadays the creeks have often been channelled and 
drained, and the creek site is in use. The land sometimes slopes 
in two directions, and the A.1 cottage is on a block which slopes 
sideways and from front to back or vice versa. In other streets 
the slope makes one side of the street higjier than the other, and in 
a street such as Cairns Street, Red Hill this hi^er side is occupied 
hy Type A.5 and Type A.4 houses. (Pig. 71) Type A.5 hip roof cottages 
either shared the upper slopes with the A.1 cottages or filled the 
mid and lower slopes in these innermost suburbs. At the 5 mile 
radius there are many more A.5 than A.1 cottages. The house used 
as an illustration (Fig. 20) occupies a site in an inner suburb which 
is relatively flat; but from which the land rises on three sides. Up 
slope towards the city A.1 cottages are dominant. The road past this 
r 
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house is a major connecting road between two arterial roads. (Fig,72) 
Where Type A.4 houses with their single gable front occurred in 
the areas studied, they occupied one of three positions. They were 
high up the slope or on the high side of the street where they had 
probably replaced earlier houses, or they were further down slope 
in streets running at right angles to the ridge. Secondly, they 
occupied sites in streets which ran parallel to the ridge and joined 
two of the streets running down slope. In Highgate Hill they often 
occupy such cross streets while Type A.2 houses occupy blocks on 
the ridges and the highest parts of sloping streets. Thirdly, they 
occur in blocks at the edge of this zone, especially in those suburbs 
served by railways from the 1890's. Windsor has examples of this. 
The h i ^ slopes of Eildon Hill have A.2 houses and Type B. and C. 
houses which have filled up the older large blocks. On reasonably 
level sites at the foot of the hill, just one block from Newmarket 
Road, several streets show concentrations of Type A.4 houses. (Fifr.75) 
Veiy close to the city the Type B. house is rare and only begins 
to occur in numbers at the edge of the zone. Three miles from the 
city Types A.4 and B.5 are more concentrated than the earlier Type A 
houses. Places like Thompson Estate, Annerley, Windsor, and Kelvin 
Giove have examples of this. 
The illustration (Fig. 44) of a 'Spanish Mission' Type B.10 is 
on a high site in Auchenflower. On a rising slope of Milton Road, 
the actual block is on the high side of the street several feet above 
street level. Some of the best examples of the 'English' Type B.11 
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are on good high sites in St^ Lucia. They are either on the crest 
with river views and transport past the door (Fig. 48), or one block 
down the slope. For an area between 2 and 5 miles from the city 
development was comparatively late. In a meander bend of the river 
public transport services were restricted except for a feriy to the 
West End tram, and the railway line on the western fringe. Residential 
development was controlled by these factors. On flat sites close to 
the feriy there are type B.5 to B.8 houses; but away from the river, 
up slope towards the crest these Type B. houses become scarce and 
Tjrpe B.11 and Type C houses dominate. Descending more steeply on 
the south facing side steep sites with excellent river views are 
occupied by h i ^ value architect designed houses. The westem frin^ 
has some A.2 and B.5 to B.8 houses; but the filling ins^ast^ards is ty 
late 1950's and post I945 houses. Once its crest and upper slopes 
were developed this suburb quickly achieved prestige. The building 
of the University on its St. Lucia site in the 1940's meant an 
extension of public transport into the area. This also brought a 
middle class group interested in buying houses in the vicinity. 
Climatically these slopes lacked the exposure to north easterly . 
breezes which helped to give high sites at places like Windsor and 
Hamilton early prestige. Exposure to south westerly winds, such as 
St. Lucia has, detracts from a site. 
Where Type C houses are fotind in the Inner Zone they seem to 
have one of three types of sites. They are on blocks which are 
subdivisions of the larger allotments which surrounded Type A.2 villas. 
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This usualty means they are in high positions. They may be on the 
upper slopes of side streets where they have replaced early A. type 
cottages; but more often they are on the less attractive sites at the 
bottom of the slopes with drainage from the whole street down towards 
them. In some streets such as Calms Street, Red Hill (^ ig. 7I) they 
are on blocks facing up the street which probably could not be used 
until the creek or drainage channel had been filled. The house shown 
in Figure 71 has an allotment which slopes from back to front, and the 
house faces up Cairns Street towards Musgrave Road. 
In this Inner Zone there are some of the best examples of 
changing status for suburbs. Places like Highgate Hill, Red Hill, 
and Windsor which have high sites with excellent views and sunny 
north facing slopes, and simmer breezes quickly gained prestige in 
early Brisbane. Served ty public transport early they have become 
crowded, especially on lower slopes; and industry spreading from the 
city centre has encroached on their fringes. In these;circumstances 
the increase of multiple dwellings is to be expected. As an example, 
Highgate Hill still has ntunbers of A.2 houses on the best sites; but 
most of them have been converted to flats or boarding houses. Prom 
a site prized by those who could afford large homes, it has become a 
closely packed residential area for workers who travel to the city to 
work. Industrial development in South Brisbane continues to grow and 
to encroach on the residential area at its feet. The following 
advertisement from 'The Brisbane Courier' of September, 1890 indicates 
its early prestige. - 'To let, house of seven rooms, kitchen, 
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servants, and bathroom. Hempstead Hill, Highgate Hill, gas and water, 
stables, large yard Ac. adjoins Hon. A.J.Thynne's residence, 25s. no 
rates or taxes, bus every fifteen minutes.' (21) 
(ii) The Middle Zone 
The Middle Zone of suburbs, those 5 to 6 miles fixDm the city 
showed more Type B houses. The 5 to 4 mile radius has numbers of Type 
A.4 and its successor Type B.5; but roads following ridge tops such as 
Cavendish Road, Bowen Bridge Road, and Kelvin Grove Road had Type A.2 
houses quite well represented along them. There are numbers of Type A.5 
cottages scattered throughout these suburbs, and some type A.1; but 
in this Middle Zone housing allotments are larger, most houses are 
larger, and Type B houses with their gables seem to dominate. In 
Coorpa3?oo, Greenslopes, Annerley, Wooloowin, Kedron, Wilston, Newmarket, 
and such areas two types of site distribution were noticed. Closer in 
to the 5 mile ring Type B houses occupy middle and lower sections of 
sloping streets, and cross streets away from the main road. They seem 
to indicate the filling in of these suburbs. A little further out, 
from the 4 to 5 mile radius, earlier types seem to be more rare, and 
in places like Holland Park, Clifton Hill, Norman Park, Yeronga, 
Ashgrove, Enoggera, and Lutwyche there are heavy concentrations of 
Type B hoxzses. They occupy high sites, often mid slope in relation to 
the whole area, while the highest and least accessible areas 
remained vacant until the post World War II period. In Clifton Hill, 
21. 'The Brisbane Courier' - 29th September, I89O 
1 0 4 
for example, the advantages of this choice of mid slope shows in two 
ways. Drainage slope is down towards the main road, and the lowest 
slope and the flat land adjoining the main road remained undeveloped 
since run-off waters accmulated there. The top of the hill was 
difficult of access with the road making techniques and machineiy 
available in the late 20's and early 50's, and public transport was 
too far away. Therefore distribution of Type B.7 and B.8 houses is 
on the mid slope which gives fairly high, well drained sites within 
walking distance of the main transport route. The major disadvantage 
is that this is a west facing slope. 
In the south westem suburbs the earliest settlers used both the 
river and Oxley Creek for transport. The Brisbane-Ipswich railway 
line was finished by I876, and development was steady from then on. 
The westem side of the railway line has always been known as 'the 
high' side of the line, and in Chelmer and Graceville river bank and 
near river bank sites are occupied by fine examples of Type A.2 villas. 
Both sides of the line have many examples of all Type A houses; but 
the overall impression is of an area dominated by Type B houses. 
Some of the large blocks with the A.2 villas have been subdivided and 
contain Type C houses. On the eastern side of the line there are three 
pattems of site distribution. Within reasonable distance of the 
railway line, on relatively flat sites, there is a concentration of 
Type B. houses. The eastern ends of all streets on this 'low' side of 
the line have been opened up only since the Second World War. Here 
there are pockets of Type C houses on land which could previously have 
been subject to flooding from both Oxley Creek and the river, land 
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which, without a car or some means of personal transport, was too far 
from public transport and local shopping facilities. Draining and 
filling of some creek and swamp areas has also made land available 
which was not used earlier, and now carries type C houses. The 
resultant pattem is of blocks of type C houses on lower, poorer 
sites, and type B houses on better drained higher sites, closer to the 
railway line. Settlement in this area shows how the early existence 
of a means of transport overcame the disadvantage of sites exposed to 
westerly winds rather than the summer breezes. Good soils along the 
creek and river led to early farming settlement in this area, and 
with the early completion of the railway settlement was steady. 
Within walking distance of the railway lines in the Middle Zone, 
all classes of Type A and type B houses can be found, but at this 
distance from the city Type B are dominant. The early establishment 
of the German Mission in the Nundah area set up early connections 
between this and the city. The Brisbane-Sandgate line was completed 
by 1885, and housing development followed these two routes. Up to the 
6 mile radius residential development was well established by the 
1950's; but beyond this development was patchy prior to 1945* The 
same observations can be made in relation to the Manly line. Beyond 
this radius sites to the east and north east become less attractive 
in relation to elevation and drainage. 
The group of 'borrowed' styles which flourished briefly at the 
end of the 1950's has restricted distribution; but examples of all 
were found in the Middle Zone. Some good examples of 'The Spanish 
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Mission' Type B.10 were found in a generally h i ^ area in Holland Park, 
and a few were examined on slopes in West Toowong. The ;^Califomian 
Bungalow' or 'Inter War ^dney' type B.9 used as illustrations (Pigs.41 
and 42) were on high, level sites at Annerley. Others were on good 
level sites, one block from the river on the westem side of the 
railway line at Chelmer. The 'English' style Type B.11 was found 
close to the crest of Cavendish Road in Greenslopes; and on good 
sites in Ascot and Clayfield where they sometimes occupied what had 
been part of a block belonging to a Type A.2 house in the area. 
Ascot gained prestige as a suburb very early. It had high 
sites, exposed to north easterly breezes, and many sites had river views. 
The railway lines'to Sandgate and to Pinkenba served the area. It 
was, moreover, on one of the earliest routes established - that fiwm 
the city to the German Mission at Nundah. It has retained at least 
some of its prestige up to the present. Excellent examples of Type 
A.2 houses along Cavendish Road attest to its prestige in earlier 
times. The slopes running down from this crest are occupied by 
types B.5 to B.8 and earlier. It is the higher slopes, which now have 
the name Coorparoo Heights, which are occupied by good value post-1945 
houses, and which represent the prestige positions in this area. 
After the Second World War the Housing Commission built large 
estates of houses to let to help overcome the housing shortage, and 
to house those people who had been living in camps at places like 
Holland Park, Ekibin, and Victoria Park. Later tenants were given 
the opporttmity to bT;Qr. In all these estates houses are Type C.I5 
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and C.I4, and many are the austerity version. (Figs. 52 and 55) The 
large early estates were like that on the site of the former campaat 
Holland Park. In these there is little distinction between sites, and 
houses are depressingly the same along whole streets. (Pig. 5I) 
The final filling in of the Middle Zone subizrbs took place after 
the Second World War and Type C houses occupy these sites. Three 
types of sites became available - scattered blocks of land where 
former large allotments had been broken up, or where old houses had 
been removed, lower sites where creek channelling and drainage work 
had been carried out, (Pig. 74) and the very highest crests which 
yielded to modem machinery and the motor car. These very high 
areas have been specially named Coorparoo Heists, Holland Park 
Heigjits, Stafford Heights, Balmoral Heights. These all represent the 
use of crests and top slopes in suburbs where many high sites were 
filled earlier with Type B houses. The large brick house Type C.I7 
(Pig. 66), or the individually designed house occupies most of these 
very high sites where slope characteristics often present special 
building problems. In most other instances Types C.I5 and I4 or C I5 
houses with hip or gable end roofs predominate. 
A noticeable contrast between this zone and the Inner Zone is in 
the general size of the building allotment. In the innermost suburbs 
the Type A.2 house was on a large block, and A.1 and A.5 cottages 
were on allotments of 9, 12, 16, or 171" perches. Old surveys of 16 
or 17^ perches were combined to make the allotment of 52 perches or 
more which was usual in this zone. Many Type B.5 and B.7 houses were 
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were on allotments of 4O perches, and 55 perches, and it was 
resubdivision of these larger blocks which provided some of the sites 
now occupied by Type C houses. A council ordinance passed at the time 
of the inauguration of Greater Brisbane meant that all new subdi^sions 
had blocks at least 24 perches in area. This change in the size of 
the allotment gives the zone an overall impression of well spaced 
homes which the Inner Zone does not have. 
In many parts of the Middle Zone then, there is a sort of three 
stage development. The areas nearest to the city and to public 
transport still have scattered examples of the earliest A type houses; 
but the overall impression is of a concentration of Types A.4 and B.5. 
Stage two is represented by the high land in the area, which is 
dominated by all sorts of Type B houses. The modem opening up of 
the highest, steepest areas gives a third stage where there are only 
Type C houses. These areas are less well served by public transport 
than the rest of the suburb, and rely on car ownership, 
(iii) The Outer Zone 
In the Outer Zone two sorts of development are going on. The 
areas in the 6 to 7 mile fringe are being filled, and other groups 
of houses are being built in areas 9 miles and more from the city. 
Then filling in gradually goes on between these two developments. 
The major change is The Housing Estate. A large area is taken over 
by the government or a land developer, divided into building lots 
and provided with amenities such as bitumen roads, water channelling. 
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gas, electricity, and water and sewerage. In these estates the home 
buyer may buy land and have a house erected on it, or he may bu^ the 
house and land in one transaction. 
Some of these estates such as Pacific Golf Links Estate, Mimosa 
Gardens Estate, Sunnybank occupy large areas which are of relatively 
high elevation; but generally no one site in the estate presents 
special difficulties of slope or drainage. Initially, they may be 
poorly served by public transport; but if the estate grows enough 
transport facilities follow, and most have shopping facilities somewhere 
in the estate or district. With most families in the community owning 
a car, people will travel long distances to work, use private transport, 
and drive to a lai^e suburban type shopping area for supplies. Within 
the estate however, the developer still discriminates in value by 
higher and lower positions, views, and the size of the block. 
Pushing out well beyond the 7 mile radius some h i ^ value houses 
occupied 2^ acre blocks on the rural fringe. Kenmore, Brookfield, 
Aspley, S\innybank, and Rochedale have all had this type of high value, 
prestige development. Kenmore and Aspley are now being rapidly filled 
with standard 24 perch development, and many 2^ acre sites have been 
broken up. This type of development then moved further out to 
Brookfield, parts of Moggill, and Bald Hills. On these 2^ acre sites 
the Ranch Type C. 16 is the most widespread. Other types of high value 
houses, usually those which show most originality of design, cling to 
very steep slopes which have only become available with modem earth 
moving equipment. Most good river sites were utilised by the late 50's 
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but Fig Tree Pocket has a h i ^ value development w±h some large blocks 
with river frontages, and the Jindalee estate is making a feature of 
its river bank sites. Where these sites are being filled with houses 
built by developers the large Type C. 17 brick veneer house is almost 
standard. Crest haven Estate at Mt. Gravatt is one of these. Mimosa 
Gardens Estate at Sunnybank, and Aspley Heists are others. Most are 
being built on standard 24 perch blocks so that now there is a pattem 
of large h i ^ value houses on small blocks of land, as compared with 
the early high value house in choice positions with spacious 
surroundings. Whether cost of the land, availability of such sites 
wilii amenities, or lack of labour to maintain such large blocks are 
the controlling factors in this change would reqiiire a study of social 
factors which are beyond the scope of this work. 
Some of the large early Housing Commission estates were at Geebung 
and Zillmere where austerity regulations combined with attempts to 
provide accommodation at rents the tenants could afford produced areas 
of depressing monotony. Since these early groups the Housing 
Commission has tended to acquire large areas of land in which people 
may choose their own plan, and buy house and land through the Housing 
Commission. Houses are still Type C.I5 and C.I4 but there is more 
variety in individual streets. The estate being opened up by the 
private developer is now more widespread than the Housing Commission 
estate. These people use every facet of location, site, and situation 
they can exploit to attract buyers, and add to these any prestige 
features which the area or its neighbours may have acquired. Strathpine 
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advertised as 'Little Aspley' is one such example. Whenever possible 
the height of sites is emphasized either in the name of the estate, 
for example Cresthaven, Highview, Radar Hill, or in the descriptions, 
for example - 'Stafford Heights, the most outstanding building sites 
in Brisbane with areas up to 60 perches - views over city and bay -
elevated position open to prevailing north easterly breezes-kerbed 
bitumen roads- close to excellent city transport, shopping centre, 
schools, churches, etc. ' (22) 
In the south westem suburbs the early completion of the railway 
line gave public transport throu^out the area, and beyond the 6 mile 
radius in Sherwood and Corinda there are examples of all types of 
houses in the classification. Type A and B hoxises are found on both 
sides of the railway line, and generally closer to the line and the 
local shopping centres than most Type C houses. The illustration of 
the Type A.5 hip roof cottage (Fig. 19) is in such a position - on a 
flat site, facing a street which connects two roads leading to the 
main Ipswich Road. The railway line which links the Western line with 
South Brisbane runs behind this house. Railway stations and shopping 
centres are within 10 to 15 minutes walk. (Pig. 75) This house is on 
the eastern side of the line. Across- the railway line as the roads 
slope up to the crest and towards the river Type B houses are dominant. 
From the crest the land drops rather sharply to the river. There are 
some Type A.2 and some high value Type B houses in prestige positions 
on the crest. High sites in this area have magnificent views of river 
and moiintain; but are exposed to the westerly winds and too far from 
22. The Courier Mail - 24th August, I968 
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the coast to benef i t from the sxmimer breezes . As the slope drops 
down again to the river there are Type A.4 and Type B. hoTises; but 
there are also some Type C houses. The Type B.5 house i l l u s t r a t e d 
in Figure 5O i s in t h i s a rea . I t i s on a f l a t s i t e , one block from 
the river bank, a t the bottom of the s lope. Public Transport and 
shopping centres are 20 minutes and more away. (Pig . 76) 
Sandgate and Manly have become well developed areas acting as 
dormitory suburbs for Brisbane, and the post-1945 period has seen a 
spread of set t lement from the 6 to 7 mile radius towards the coast , 
and from the coast towards the c i ty ; so tha t some of these low lying, 
more level areas of coas ta l land are being used for Type C houses. 
The t r a i n and p r iva te ly operated buses provide the t ransport f a c i l i t i e s 
i n these a r ea s . P a r t i c u l a r l y along the Manly l i ne the use of these 
areas by industry has encouraged people employed in the indus t r i a l 
p lants to develop some p a r t s of the areas as res iden t ia l s i t e s . 
Proximity to work can overcome some of the physical disadvantages of 
such s i t e s . 
Dominance of Type B houses i s a feature of the Middle Zone; but 
along the railway l i n e s the Type B house i s well represented in th i s 
Outer Zone. Mithhelton, Virginia , Northgate, and s imilar suburbs 
which are beyond the 6 mile radius have large concentrations of Type B 
houses. 
Encroachment in to the m r a l fringe i s of two kinds. High value 
houses have been b u i l t on land which was previously good farming land 
as i n Brookfield, Sunnybank, and Rochedale; or the other thing tha t 
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happens i s tha t developers se t up e s t a t e s beyond the edge of the 
b u i l t up a reas . Woodridge was one such area . I t i s s t i l l growing and 
as housing development in Runcorn, Pruitgrove, and Kuraby extends out 
to j o in i t the gap w i l l be f i l l e d . The present opening up of Lawnton 
on good h i ^ s i t e s overlooking the Pine River i s another example, as are 
new e s t a t e s a t Kingston, Slack 's Creek, and Samford. 
(c) Conclusion 
In t h i s p a r t i c u l a r study there has been no attempt to assess the 
role of sudi purely personal factors as the desire to l ive in a 
p a r t i c u l a r suburb, the wil l ingness or tmwillingness to t r ave l long 
dis tances to work o r to the c i ty for shopping and entertainment, or the 
a b i l i t y to pay for any given s i t e . There i s no doubt that a l l these 
sor t s of factors play an important pa r t i n the decision of the home 
buyer and bui lder , for example, some people may well accept an in fe r io r 
s i t e they fee l they can afford ra the r than go into debt for a b e t t e r 
s i t e . However, t h i s study has been concerned only to examine 
d i s t r i bu t i ons as they ex i s t now, and, i f poss ible , to seek pa t t ems 
and re la t ionsh ips wi thin these d i s t r i b u t i o n s . 
Jus t why ce r t a in loca t ions acquire pres t ige seems f a i r l y obscure. 
However, housing in Brisbane does r e f l ec t t h i s phenomenon. Even the 
two s ides of the r i v e r vary - the most fashionable suburbs being on the 
north s i de . Within suburbs the highest pos i t ions are the pres t ige 
posi t ionsc Joyce S t i r l i n g wr i t ing in 'The toman's Day' in July 1968 
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quotes a Brisbane e s t a t e agent as follows - "Most people who can afford 
i t want to bui ld on good land, close to a river, on top of a h i l l , in a 
' p r e t t y ' a r ea . " (25) A des i rable address i s a very rea l idea in people 's 
minds, and i s re f lec ted i n the pr ice of the land. River bank s i t e s a t 
S t . Lucia for example are much more expensive than those a t Yeronga or 
West End, although they both occupy the same reach of the river. 
In a c i t y cut by a river flooding can be a problem and two 
disas t rous floods ear ly in Brisbane 's h i s to iy drew a t ten t ion to t h i s 
as a major s i t e disadvantage. High s i t e s , free from flooding, exposed 
to the summer breezes, and facing north for the winter sun would be 
among the bes t tha t Brisbane has to offer . I f views of r i v e r or 
mountain o r both can be added to i i i is iiien the ideal i s reached. 
Brisbane has plenty of high s i t e s , but they vary in t h e i r combinations 
of o ther f ea tu res . However, high s i t e s have generally been occupied 
f i r s t . Only when the b e t t e r slopes of a suburb are f i l l e d does 
sett lement spread to the low l e s s desirable a reas . Around Brisbane the 
l a rges t areas of low ly ing, l e s s a t t r a c t i v e land are towards the coast, 
and along the lower reaches of the river. This has l imited development 
eastwards, and much w i l l probably never go into 3?esidential use . The 
ranges exert l imi ta t ions on westward expansion, so tha t the most active 
r e s i d e n t i a l expansion has been north and south of the c i ty u t i l i s i n g 
a l l the ridges and slopes where poss ib le . Over the yeaiB people 
bui ld ing h i ^ value houses have tended to seek three basic s i t e s - the 
high ridge top pos i t ions , the b e t t e r r ive r bank s i t e s , and s i t e s beyond 
the b u i l t up areas of the c i t y . Except in specia l circtimstances already 
25. STIRLING, J . - 'The Woman's Day' - July 18, I968 
1 1 5 
discussed, up to 7 miles from the c i ty the newest houses occupy the 
l e a s t a t t r a c t i v e s i t e s . 
The river bank has always a t t r ac t ed people as a r e s iden t i a l s i t e , 
and the meanders provide some very beaut i ful reaches. Perhaps because 
of flooding, the d i s t i n c t i o n between the 'high ' side and the 'low' side 
has always been a considerat ion. The b e t t e r river bank s i t e s a t t rac ted 
the more expensive development. I f these s i t e s also faced north or 
east they had the added advantage of summer breezes . 
Modem technology has added to the a v a i l a b i l i t y of res iden t ia l 
s i t e s in two ways. Many of the creeks and lower slopes have been 
drained and f i l l e d . Where these are close to the : c i ty or close to 
public t ranspor t they have provided s i t e s for modem houses in suburbs 
s e t t l ed e a r l i e r . Modern road making machinery has allowed the opening 
up of previously inaccess ib le s i t e s , so tha t in suburbs such as 
Stafford, Holland Park, and Coorparoo the h i ^ e s t slopes are occupied 
by groups of modem houses, often individual ly designed. 
The spread of industry exer ts i t s influence i n two ways. As 
i ndus t r i a l development spreads outwards from the c i ty i t encroaches 
on the r e s i d e n t i a l a r ea s . This has an adverse effect on the s ta tus 
and value of remaining home s i t e s . This i s noticeable in areas l ike 
South Brisbane, pa r t of West End, New Farm, Teneriffe, Albion, and 
Woolloongabba. In the Middle and Outer Zones def in i t e areas have 
e i t h e r grwwn in to i n d u s t r i a l complexes by agglomeration, or they have 
been zoned as such. This general ly reduces t h e i r appeal and that of 
some adjacent suburbs as housing a reas . However, for some people the 
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disadvantages of i ndus t r i a l encroachment are offse t by such factors as 
the provision of e s sen t i a l services and proximity to the c i ty or to the 
centre of employment. In the Outer Zone indust iy has spread on to the 
coasta l lowland and the river f l a t s on both banks of the lower reaches 
of the river. This has made onployment avai lable and has encouraged 
many people to make t h e i r homes in previously neglected and often l ess 
a t t r a c t i v e a reas . Settlement c lus t e r s round the main a r t e r i a l roads, 
and what are poor s i t e s for Brisbane contain many pockets of post-1945 
housing developnent. 
The a v a i l a b i l i t y of t ranspor t and shopping f a c i l i t i e s i s a factor 
which, l i ke proximity to the c i ty , can overcome the disadvantages of 
such s i t e s as the bottom slopes, the f i l l e d in creeks and lower areas, 
and those exposed to westerly winds. The early establishment of 
suburban railway l i ne s ass i s t ed the spread of settlement along these 
l i ne s so t h a t in these d i rec t ions fingers of e a r l i e r settlement run out 
between areas which had to wait longer for other forms of public 
t r anspor t . Along the l i n e s running to the coast r e s iden t i a l development 
i s increas ing beyond the 6 mile l imi t ; but i t i s i n t e r e s t i ng to note 
tha t much of i t i s c loser to the main roads served by pr iva te bus 
services than to the ea r ly es tabl ished r a i l road . The closure of the 
railway l i n e to Cleveland and i t s replacement by a pr iva te bus service 
i s speeding up the development of places l i k e Belmont and Capalaba as 
r e s i d e n t i a l a r e a s . 
In any considerat ion of amenities I n Brisbane sewerage i s important. 
However, i t has not been given any prominence in the evaluation of 
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s i t u a t i o n factors considered here , because Tontil the l a s t decade or so 
i t has lagged so fa r behind the general settlement patte3?ns tha t i t did 
not exer t the influence on the spread of settlement which might have 
been expected. In the Outer Zone there are areas b u i l t up since I945 
with night so i l services to ear th c lo se t s . (Fig . 54) However, since 
the passing of a Council ordinance in I96I requir ing a l l building 
appl ica t ions outside sewered areas to apply for sept ic tanks, and with 
the steady increase in sewerage connections, the earth closet should 
gradually become a th ing of the pas t . 
Encroachment in to the ru ra l fr inge.has been steady. F i r s t , s i t e s 
in the Middle Zone which were occupied by da i r i e s became avai lable for 
r e s i d e n t i a l development when pasteurized milk and the milk tanker 
became common. Then the pockets of good farming land in Sunnybank, 
Brookfield, Rochedale, and Kallangur were invaded by housing development. 
The l e s s favourable fanning areas were used f i r s t and then the farms 
began to disappear . In the Brookfield area farming i s nowl largely 
confined to Upper brookfield. Sunnybank and Rochedale are a t present 
being opened up by developers for housing e s t a t e s and farming wi l l 
decrease in importance. 
Observations made during the surveys which led to the c l a s s i f i ca t ion 
have indicated the general d i s t r i b u t i o n p a t t e m s out l ined. Houses of 
a l l types are d i s t r i bu ted throughout Brisbane in vaiying p a t t e m s ; but 
i t i s the h i ^ se t gable roofed house, which i s so widely represented, 
tha t has given Brisbane 's r e s iden t i a l townseape i t s most dis t inguishing 
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f ea tu re . To expand and ve r i ty these observations, and to proceed to a 
more de ta i l ed study of t h i s most important sect ion of urban land use 
must be the ro le of futtire work. I f the house i s a dominant feature 
of the townseape, i t deserves to be studied in a l l i t s aspects so tha t 
i t can make i t s proper contr ibut ion to s tudies in urban geography in 
t h i s or ary other c i t y . 
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CLASSIFICATION OF BRISBANE HOUSE TYPES 
Period 
A 
1842 - 1914 
Type No. 
1 
t 
5 
4 
Description 
Small Gable End Cottage. 
Two rooms, front verandah. 
detached kitchen 
Large Vi l l a - hip roof or 
pyramid roof - colonial 
or regency s t y l e . 
Verandahs on three or 
four s ides . 
Small hip roof - four rooms, 
cent ra l h a l l , front verandah. 
Single front gable, half 
front verandah, four to 
Time 
I842 to 1880 
I842 to 1920 
I87O to 1920 
1900 to 1920 
SIX rooms. 
B 
1915 - 1959 5 Front Gable, front porch 
and half side verandah, I9I9 to I925 
lobby ?n.ndow. 
6 Bungalow roof, front and I9I9 to 1925 
pa r t side verandah. 
t Double front gable, one over 
the entry porch, lobby I926 to I955 
window, bay window on front, 
wooden p i l l a r s on verandah. 
i Triple front gable, stucco 
p i l l a r s , front and side 1925 to 1959 
verandahs, bay window. 
f Low se t 'Cal i fomian 
Bungalow' s ty le - I n t e r War 
Sydney type, deep front I956 to 1959 
porch featuring p i l l a r s , 
wider and lower front gable . 
10 'Spanish Mission' influence-
cement render f in i sh ,cur led 1957 to 1959 
p i l l a r s , round topped 
openings. 
11 'English Types '- br ick, two 
s torey, s teep-pi tched roof, 
some with top storey of I957 to 1959 
fibro and dark wood cover 
s t r i p s . 
1 2 0 
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Period Type No. Description Time 
B 
1915 - 1959 12 Low se t house, continuous 
eaves roof construct ion. 
Roof stepped back in two or 1958 to 1959 
three s t eps . Sometimes in 
s tucco. 'Waterfall F r o n t ' . 
G 
1945 on 15 Continuous eaves roof. 
General box shape with hip 1945 on 
roof - some breaks in the 
wall l i ne i n l a t e r ones. 
14 Modem Gable End. Gable end 
roof, lower pitch. Placed 1945 on 
either gable end or long 
side to the street. 
15 Varying shapes - single 
room width where possible-
H,L,T shape. Roofs hip or 1945 on 
combination of hip and 
gable end. 
16 Ranch type - long low set 1948/9 on 
17 Large brick, continuous 
eaves construct ion. Hip I960/I on 
roof. Double garage 
usual ly tmder house. 
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tPPSNDIX A 
Location - House Type I l l u s t r a t i o n s 
Location Type 
A. 1 
A. 1 
A. 2 
A. 2 
A. 5 
A. 5 
A. 4 
B. 5 
B. 5 
B. 6 
B. 7 
B. 8 
B. 9 
B. 9 
B.10 
B.10 
B.11 
B.11 
B.12 
C.15 
C.15 
0.15 
C.14 
0.14 
0.15 
0.16 
0.17 
FijKure No. 
10 
11 
14 
15 
19 
20 
25 
50 
52 
55 
54 
56 
41 
42 
44 
45 
47 
48 
49 
57 
58 
58 
61 
61 
65 
65 
66 
Croydon Street, Toowong 
St. Osyth Street, Toowong 
Coronation Drive, Toowong 
Dean Street, Toowong 
Jerrold Street, Sherwood 
Hale Street, Petrie Terrace 
Susan Street, Greenslopes 
Hamilton Street, Corinda 
Rankin Street, Indooroopilly 
Rowland Street, Coorparoo 
Macdonald Street, Norman Park 
Newmarket Road, Newniarket 
Cracknell Road, Annerley 
Cracknell Road, Annerley 
Milton Road, Auchenflower 
Lanham Crescent, Newmarket 
Herston Road, Herston 
Swann Road, St. Lucia 
Graceville Parade, Graceville 
Lutzow Street, Weller's Hill 
Lutzow Street, Weller's Hill 
Susan Street, Greenslopes 
Coolong Street, Cavendish Road 
Lutzow Street, Weller's Hill 
Kenmore Road, Keimiore 
Kehmore Road, Kenmore 
Cresthaven Estate, Mount Gravatt 
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APPENDIX B 
List of Illustrations which show the evolution of certain features 
1. STOVE RECESS 
Brick Chimney Figure 6 1 4 
Galvanized I ron Recess Figure 22 2 2 
Wooden Recess Figure 28 ^ " 
2. WINDOW SHADES 
ISi Galvanized Iron Wrap round Figure 9 16 Wooden slat sides and „g 
Galvanized iron roof Figure 25 33 
(c) Flat with galvanized iron Figure 29 
roof and wooden trim 
5. BANISTERS 
(a) Round Figure I5 ^^ 
(b) Flat Figure 27 3 " 
4. WINDOWS 
(a) Sash Type with clear glass b Figure ® 16 
(b) Casement - (i) Figure 26 with fancy glass Jo 
(ii) Figure 56 with clear glass ** ° 
(iii) Figure 59 single^pane with clear gfcdss 7 1 
Hopper - with clear giiss Figure 55 « z:rf o 
Sash Type - multi paned georgian typo - limited use Figure 6983 [:l 
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